
Voting Information News 

Voting Assistance  

Officers’ “To Do” List 

 Be sure your contact 
information has been 
posted correctly in 
your area.  Make sure 
installation or Em-
bassy/Consulate tele-
phone operators  
know to refer callers 
requiring voting as-
sistance to you.  

 Plan to attend an 
FVAP workshop prior 
to the 2010 elections 
to ensure you are 
properly trained to 
provide assistance to 
your citizens.  If your 
installation or loca-
tion would like to 
host a workshop in 
2010, contact your 
Embassy, Consulate 
or Major Command 
VAO to request that a 
workshop be sched-
uled. 

 Have adequate sup-
plies of FPCAs and 
FWABs on-hand. 
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The Federal Voting Assistance Program 
(FVAP) is currently in the process of co-
ordinating the 2010-2011 edition of the 
Voting Assistance Guide with the Chief 
Election Officials in each of the states 
and territories.  The state officials have 
reviewed their sections and updated them 
with procedural and address changes 
which have occurred since the printed 
2008-2009 edition of the Guide that was 
distributed in 2007.  Production and print-
ing of the Guide will begin later this sum-
mer with distribution to the Services and 
Service Voting Action Officers by Sep-
tember.   We are striving to have the 
Guide distribution completed earlier this 
year to allow ample time for Voting Assis-
tance Officers (VAO) to plan and imple-
ment their 2010 voter outreach efforts 
prior to the early primary elections in 
2010.  

The Guide is the most important source 
of procedural information available to 
VAOs and citizens covered by the Uni-
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act (UOCAVA).  The new and im-
proved Guide is designed to be more 
user-friendly than ever.  Chapter One 
provides vital information on the absentee 
voting process for UOCAVA citizens. 
Chapter Two contains specific state-by-
state instructions to help UOCAVA citi-
zens to apply for registration and request 
an absentee ballot from their state of resi-
dence. Chapter Three discusses the role 
of the VAO.  The new edition also fea-
tures the dates for the state primary, gen-
eral election, and state runoff election 
(where applicable) along with deadlines 
for registering to vote, requesting a ballot 
and returning the voted ballot.  The new 
Guide also provides: 

 Procedures for using the Electronic 
Transmission Service (faxing and 
emailing service) 

 Frequently asked questions for Uni-
formed Service members and over-
seas citizens 

 U.S. Embassy and Consulate email 
addresses 

 Special sections on the Federal Post 
Card Application and the Federal 
Write-In Absentee Ballot 

 Procedures for ordering voting mate-
rials 

 Primary and general election calen-
dars for 2010 

 FVAP International toll-free phone 
and fax numbers  

Production of the Guide requires exten-
sive coordination with state and local gov-
ernment officials to ensure the informa-
tion is both accurate and in an easy-to-
follow format.  The up-to-date Guide will 
help UOCAVA citizens to better under-
stand and participate in the democratic 
process.  It will be available in book for-
mat and on the FVAP’s website at 
www.fvap.gov. 

Once the revised Guide has been issued, 
copies of the previous edition of the 
Guide (if available) can only be used for 
educational purposes.  Since some of the 
information in the previous Guide edition 
is outdated, it should not be used to as-
sist UOCAVA voters.  

The Guide will be available through nor-
mal distribution channels.  Check with 
your Installation Voting Assistance Officer 
or your Service Voting Action Officer (see 
Page 3 for contact information) to ensure 
that you are on the distribution list for the 
Guide and other voting program materi-
als.  U.S. citizens’ organizations overseas 
should contact the FVAP to obtain voting 
publications.   

2010-2011 Voting Assistance Guide Coming Soon! 

http://www.fvap.gov�
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Helpful Hints for Voters...Pass Them Along 

Attention all US Citizens Residing Overseas and Mem-
bers of the Uniformed Services on Active Duty!  
Please review the following helpful hints.  These sugges-
tions will help simplify the absentee voting process and 
eliminate many possible reasons for disenfranchisement.  

Voter Registration 
Unregistered absentee voters should request their ballots 
at least 60 days before the election and registered voters 
at least 45 days before the election.  Remember, voter 
registration can be affected or cancelled for several rea-
sons:  not voting for a period of time, changed residence 
since the last registration or election, or changed name 
since the last registration or election.  

Legal Voting Residence 
Your legal voting residence address (Block 3 of the Fed-
eral Post Card Application (FPCA, SF-76) helps deter-
mine the type of ballot a local election official sends to 
you.  So, even if the home has been sold, rented or is no 
longer there because the site has been redeveloped, that 
address continues to be your legal voting residence for 
voting purposes as long as you continue claiming that 
state as your legal residence. 

Determining a voting residence is a concern to many.  
Some citizens do not know where they should be voting 
and what state they should claim as their home of legal 
voting residence.  

Note:  If you have questions determining your state of le-
gal residence for voting purposes, you should consult with 
your legal counsel. 

Notarizing Voting Materials 
Always check your state instructions (Chapter 3 of the 
current Voting Assistance Guide) to determine whether 
your state requires a witness or notary on the FPCA, 
FWAB and/or the ballot return envelope.  Military person-
nel, including noncommissioned officers, who are desig-
nated as VAOs are authorized, in accordance with De-
partment of Defense (DoD) Directive 1000.4 of April 14, 
2004, to administer oaths (notary services) in connection 
with voter registration and voting to members of the mili-

tary and their eligible dependants.  However, they may not 
act as a notary for DoD or other U.S. government civilian 
personnel or non-governmental civilians unless able to do 
so in another capacity.  United States citizens overseas 
are afforded full voting assistance at all U.S. Embassies 
and Consulates.  Embassy/Consulate VAOs will provide 
notary services for voting materials free of charge.  

Postage for Mailing From Overseas 
The FPCA and FWAB do not require postage if mailed in 
the U.S. postal system, including all U.S. military post of-
fices (APO, FPO) overseas as well as diplomatic 
pouches.  Many Embassies and Consulates have access 
to U.S. military post offices.  Those that have access will 
accept the FPCA and FWAB and give it to the U.S. mili-
tary post office.  The FPCA  and FWAB may also be sent 
postage-free through the diplomatic pouch at Embassies 
and Consulates.  However, the diplomatic pouch may not 
have a regular pick-up schedule.  If you are mailing elec-
tion materials from overseas and do not have access to a 
U.S. Embassy/Consulate or an APO/FPO address, please 
affix the proper postage necessary to get the materials 
into the U.S. postal system.  

Electronic Transmission 
Visit www.fvap.gov to find out if your state allows elec-
tronic transmission of voting materials to expedite proc-
essing of your voting materials.  When utilizing the Elec-
tronic Transmission Service, please refer to Appendix C of 
the Voting Assistance Guide for a cover page and addi-
tional information.  Most states that permit faxing of the 
voted ballot require the voter to sign a waiver of his or her 
right to a secret ballot.  Use the following numbers when 
faxing: DSN 223-5527, (703) 693-5527, or 1-800-368-
8683.  Additional international toll-free fax numbers are 
listed on the FVAP website.  

Status of Your Application 
To assist local election officials to notify you of the status 
of your FPCA, you should provide your phone and email 
contact information when completing the FPCA. 
(Continued onto page 4).  

http://www.fvap.gov�
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Voting Action Officers 
 

Department of State: Office of Overseas Citizens Services 
Chief VAO:  Ms. Elizabeth Gracon (202) 736-4986, fax: (202) 647-6201, votinginfo@state.gov 
Deputy VAO:  Mr. Mark Raugust (202) 736-9163, fax: (202) 647-6201 
  http://travel.state.gov/law/info/info_2964.html 
 

Service Voting Action Officers 
Army:   Mr. Alton Perry (703) 325-4530, DSN: 221-4530, fax: (703) 325-4532, DSN fax: 221-4532, 
  voting.questions@conus.army.mil, https://www.hrc.army.mil/site/Active/TAGD/pssd/psb/ votingin 
  dex.htm 
Navy:   LT Jason Watkins (901) 874-6647, DSN:  882-6647, fax: (901) 874-6844, 
  DSN fax: 882-6844, vote@navy.mil, 
  https://www.cnic.navy.mil/cnic_hq_site/BaseSupport/CommandStaff/NavyVotingProgram/index.htm 
Air Force:  Mr. William A. D'Avanzo (210) 565-5000, toll free: 1-800 616-3775 (Select options 1, then 1, then 2 
  from menu), DSN: 665-5000, fax: (210) 565-2543, DSN fax: 665-2543, 
  afpc/dpffofvotefund@randolph.af.mil, http://www.afcrossroads.com/VoteFund/Vote/default.htm 
Marine Corps:  Mr. Robert Wagner (703) 784-9511, DSN: 278-9511, fax: (703) 784-9823, DSN fax: 278-9823, 
  mra.voting.officer@usmc.mil, 
  https://www.manpower.usmc.mil/pls/portal/url/page/m_ra_home/MR/Personnel/Voting 
Coast Guard:  LTJG Frank Marcheski (202) 475-5382, fax: (202) 475-5927, Frank.A.Marcheski@uscg.mil 
  http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg1/cg122/PolicyStandards/Voting/default.asp 

 

Do you have a Good Idea or Lesson Learned? 
The FVAP supports and encourages developing, collecting, sharing and implementing good ideas and les-
sons learned regarding the absentee voting process.  An absentee voting good idea is an idea that has 
proven to be helpful to the citizens to whom you are responsible for providing assistance. Good ideas are 
also processes and procedures that have produced excellent results within an organization and have contrib-
uted significantly to the mission of your Voting Assistance Program. 

Send your good ideas or lessons learned to your State Department or Service Voting Action Officer (contact 
information below) using the guidelines provided in the Voting Assistance Guide (available at www.fvap.gov). 

Overseas citizens’ organization VAOs and individuals may email their good ideas directly to the FVAP via 
email, vote@fvap.ncr.gov.  

FVAP Launches New Listserv 
FVAP has launched a new email listserv capability that will more effectively and efficiently deliver voting news 
and information to Voting Assistance Officers, voters, and concerned citizen.  Subscribers will be able to re-
ceive the monthly Voting Information News as well as any voting news releases. 

If you are already receiving the VIN and our news releases by email, there is no action required on your part.  
If you wish to subscribe to our listserv and receive this important information, send an email to 
vote@fvap.ncr.gov with the word "Subscribe" in the header. 
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Communicating With Your Elected Officials 

Department of Defense 
1155 Defense Pentagon 

Washington, DC  
20301-1155 

Phone: 703-588-1584 
DSN: 425-1584 

 
Toll-Free:   

800-438-VOTE (8683) 
 

Fax: 703-696-1352 
DSN 426-1352 

 
Visit our website for 

international toll-free phone 
and fax numbers 

 
Email: vote@fvap.ncr.gov 

 
Comments or suggestions on 
this newsletter are welcomed 

and appreciated. 
 

Website: 
www.fvap.gov 

 
 

F e d e r a l  V o t i n g   
A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m  

  Take an active role in your government by corresponding with your elected offi-
cials!  The Federal Voting Assistance Program fosters voter participation by offer-
ing a wide variety of services to absentee voters covered by the Uniformed and 
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) and you can utilize these ser-
vices to gain more information about the work your elected officials are doing on 
your behalf. 

Whether you want to phone your Senator or write a letter to your Congressional 
Representative, you can find tips on how to connect these officials from our web-
site, http://www.fvap.gov/reference/links.html.  Here you may also find out who is 
your representative in Congress and Senator by the links provided to their website.  

Information about the legislative process and state and local elected officials are 
also available. http://www.fvap.gov/reference/electoff.html   

Helpful Hints Continued…. 
Provide your telephone number with all country prefixes and/or your e-mail address. 
Provide your fax number and include all international prefixes, country or city codes.  

Providing fax, phone and/or email will give the local election official options to contact 
you for questions, clarifications or to request additional information on your FPCA.  If 
you do not provide clear contact information on the FPCA, it may be difficult for your 
local election official to notify you of any problems with your application or request.  

For voters who want to know if their application has been denied, your state is re-
quired by law to notify you and explain why it was denied.  If you suspect that there is 
a problem with your application or absentee ballot request, contact your local election 
official. 

Please feel free to copy, redistribute, or use Voting Information News  articles in other publications. 

http://www.fvap.gov/reference/links.html�
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