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Voting Assistance

Officers’ “To Do” List

M Ensure that citizens you

assist have submitted
new FPCAs to their local
election officials if they
have recently changed
their mailing address or
are residents of a state
holding elections this
year.

Plan to attend an FVAP
workshop in Fiscal Year
2010 to ensure you are
properly trained to pro-
vide assistance to your
citizens.

Make sure your organi-
zation’s budget provides
funding for voting mate-
rials such as FPCAs and
FWABSs, and travel to an
FVAP workshop, if re-
quired. Ensure that you
have adequate supplies
of these items on-hand
and order additional
stock, if necessary.

Whether your continu-
ity file is in a binder, a
folder, cabinet, or
online, ensure it is ac-
cessible to others (your
assistant, successor,
supervisor, Installation
VAO, Inspector General,
etc.), especially if it is in
electronic format .
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2009 Slogan Contest Winners Announced

The Federal Voting Assistance Pro-
gram is pleased to announce the win-
ning slogans of its biennial Voting
Slogan Contest. These slogans will
be used to promote participation in
the democratic process among citi-
zens covered under the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act -- members of the Uniformed
Services, the Merchant Marine, their
families, and all U.S. citizens residing
outside the United States.

This year, the Department received
more than 1,600 slogans from all
branches of the Uniformed Services,
the State Department, local election
officials and citizens living around the
world. A panel of judges which in-
cluded Members of the United States
Senate, United States House of Rep-
resentatives and Service Voting Ac-
tion Officers was asked to rank their
top selections based on originality
and motivational value.

The Winner of the 2009 Slogan Con-
test is Andrea K. Bristol, USA, for her
slogan:

“Honor the past, support the future
- vote!”

The FVAP would also like to recog-
nize the following participants and
their slogans.

“Vote Today for Tomorrow's

Future”
2nd Place - James R. Hopkins Jr., USN

“Never too far away to have your

say! VOTE!”
3rd Place - Jill E. Pigo, USN

“Don’t just protect the right to vote,
use it!”
4th Place - GySgt Michael D. Travers, USMC

Receiving Honorable Mention were:

“Be a part of history: Vote!”
LT Laura Reeves, USN

“Citizenship reaches around the

world, Vote!”
John Tuteur, Napa County Registrar of Voters

“Be Informed. Be Involved. Be a

Voter!”
Rob Rock, Rhode Island Secretary of State
Office

“Have a say in the USA - VOTE”
James E. Kramer, USAF

These slogans will be part of the
FVAP's 2010-2011 outreach cam-
paign which focuses on increasing
voter awareness among U.S. citizens
worldwide and will be featured in the
2010-2011 Voting Assistance Guide,
on motivational posters, and other
FVAP publications.

These winners will receive a letter
and certificate of congratulations from
the Department of Defense.
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Voting Information News

Absentee Voting Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Following are frequently asked questions that apply to Uni-
formed Service members, their eligible dependents, as well
as citizens residing outside the U.S. Additional FAQs specific
to Uniformed Service members and overseas citizens will be
provided in future issues of this newsletter.

Do | have to be registered to vote absentee?

Registration requirements vary from state to state. Most
states and territories require registration to vote absentee.
Voter registration and absentee ballot request can be done at
the same time by submitting the Federal Post Card Applica-
tion (FPCA). If you are already registered to vote and only
wish to request a ballot, you should submit your FPCA as
soon as possible.

Where do | send my Voter Registration/Absentee Ballot
Request?

Your Voter Registration/Absentee Ballot request form must
be completed, printed, signed, dated and mailed directly to
your local election official. These officials will handle the proc-
essing and distribution of your absentee ballots and may
need to contact you for further information or clarification. To
facilitate this process, please provide a current email address,
phone and fax number on your application.

When mailing election materials to my state or territory,
do | have to pay postage?

When mailed from any U.S. post office, U.S. embassy or con-
sulate, or APO/FPO mail facility, the hardcopy voter registra-
tion/absentee ballot form is postage-paid. In order to receive
free postage, the online version of the form must be mailed in
an envelope printed with our postage-free envelope template.
You may mail the completed form in an envelope with proper
postage affixed. Ensure that your form is postmarked (see
postmarking instructions below) and sent to arrive before your
state's specific deadline. You must pay postage if the materi-
als are mailed from a non-U.S. postal facility.

What is a postmark and how do | make sure | get one?

A postmark is a postal marking made on a piece of mail indi-
cating the date and time that the item was accepted by the
postal service. Postmarks are used to determine if voting ma-
terials have been mailed by state deadlines. Due to varying
mail pick up times, the day you 'mail' your election mail may
not be the day the postal facility postmarks it.

You may ask the mail clerk to hand stamp the election mate-
rial so that a date is clearly visible. In certain situations a
handwritten postmark and signature from you or a notarizing
official may be sufficient.

When is the best time to apply for an absentee ballot?
We recommend that you register to vote/request an absentee
ballot in January of each year, or at least 45 days before Elec-
tion Day.

Must | submit a separate application for each election?

A citizen does not need to submit a separate application for
each election since the states and territories accept the Voter
Registration/Absentee Ballot Request form as a request for all
Federal office elections for a period of two general elections.
To ensure that you receive absentee ballots for all elections in
which you are eligible to vote, we recommend that you submit
a new Voter Registration/Absentee Ballot Request in January
of each year and whenever you have a new mailing address.
If you are requesting an absentee ballot for a specific election,
note in Block 6 the election for which you are requesting the
ballot, i.e., "Primary (or Special, or General) election only"

When should | receive my ballot?

Most states and territories begin mailing ballots 30-45 days
before an election. If you have not received your ballot two
weeks before the election, contact your local election official
(contact information available on most state election sites). If
you encounter problems contacting your local election official,
contact us. Always complete and return your absentee ballot
regardless of when you receive it, even if you have already
submitted a back-up Federal Write-ln Absentee Ballot
(explanation below). Your local election official will ensure that
only one of the ballots is counted.

What happens if | do not receive a ballot from my local
election office?

If you requested an absentee ballot but have not received
one close to election day, you can still vote by using the back-
up Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB). In order to be
eligible to use this back-up ballot, you must:

—Be absent from your voting residence;

—Have applied for a regular ballot early enough so the
request is received by the appropriate local election
official not later than the State deadline; or the date
that is 30 days before the general election; AND

—Have not received the requested regular absentee bal-
lot from the state.

Hardcopies of the FWAB are available through Voting Assis-
tance Officers at military installations or at U.S. embassies/
consulates. An online version is also available, which must be
completed, printed, signed, dated, and mailed to your local
election official. Check out your state specific instructions,
witness/notary requirements, deadlines, and mailing ad-
dresses.
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Assisting Citizens With Voting Registration
and Absentee Ballot Requests

Voting Assistance Officers should help citizens avoid er-
rors by assisting them to properly complete their Federal
Post Card Application (FPCA). Local election officials
determine the citizen’s eligibility to vote based solely on
information provided on the application. Citizens should
include all contact information (email, telephone, fax,
and/or mailing address) on their FPCA and submit it
early enough for election officials to contact them should
problems processing the application arise.

If you are sending FPCAs for several citizens by fax or
email, please use a separate transmittal cover sheet for
each form and send separately to ensure that each form
is received by the proper election official. Fax numbers
and email addresses can be found on the state’s election
website, available at www.fvap.gov.

FPCAs should:

—Be signed and dated by the voter

—Include complete voting residence address (no
P.O. Box addresses)

—Be completed legibly

—Include all information required by the state, in-
cluding date of birth

—Be sent to the correct jurisdiction

—Include party preference if the citizen wants to vote
in primary elections (if required by state)

—Be returned in time to be received by the state
deadline

—Be notarized or witnessed (if required by state).
Military Voting Assistance Officers may act as a
notary for voting purposes for military and eligi-
ble family members.

Include Email Address on the Voter Registration/Ballot request Form!
Explain to voters the importance of including an email address, a phone and fax number on the Federal Post
Card Application. Email has proven to be an effective method of communication between the local election official
and the citizen, especially for resolving issues pertaining to the application.

Voting Action Officers

Department of State: Office of Overseas Citizens Services

Chief VAO: Ms. Elizabeth Gracon (202) 736-4986, fax: (202) 647-6201, votinginfo@state.gov
Deputy VAO: Mr. Mark Raugust (202) 736-9163, fax: (202) 647-6201
http://travel.state.gov/law/info/info 2964 .html
Service Voting Action Officers
Army: Mr. Alton Perry (703) 325-4530, DSN: 221-4530, fax: (703) 325-4532, DSN fax: 221-4532,
voting.questions@conus.army.mil, https://www.hrc.army.mil/site/Active/TAGD/pssd/psb/votingindex.htm
Navy: LT Jason Watkins (901) 874-6647, DSN: 882-6647, fax: (901) 874-6844,
DSN fax: 882-6844, vote@navy.mil,
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/cnic_hq_site/BaseSupport/CommandStaff/NavyVotingProgram/index.htm
Air Force: Mr. William A. D'Avanzo (210) 565-5000, toll free: 1-800 616-3775 (Select options 1, then 1, then 2

from menu), DSN: 665-5000, fax: (210) 565-2543, DSN fax: 665-2543,
afpc/dpffofvotefund@randolph.af.mil, http://www.afcrossroads.com/VoteFund/Vote/default.htm

Marine Corps:
mra.voting.officer@usmc.mil,

Mr. David E. James (703) 784-9511, DSN: 278-9511, fax: (703) 784-9823, DSN fax: 278-9823,

https://www.manpower.usmc.mil/pls/portal/url/page/m _ra _home/MR/Personnel/Voting

Coast Guard:

LTJG Frank Marcheski (202) 475-5382, fax: (202) 475-5927, Frank.A.Marcheski@uscg.mil
http://www.uscg.mil/hg/cg1/cg122/PolicyStandards/Voting/default.asp

Links to the Services’ websites are available at www.fvap.gov.
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Federal Voting
Assistance Program

Department of Defense
1135 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC
20301-1195

Phone: 703-588-1584
DSN: 425-1584

Toll-Free:
800-438-VOTE (8683)

Fax: 703-696-1352
DSN 426-1352

Visit our website for
international toll-free phone
and fax numbers

Email: vote@fvap.ncr.gov
Comments or suggestions on
this newsletter are welcomed

and appreciated.

Website:
www.fvap.gov

Many states have an online regis-
tration verification website. Resi-
dents of these states may go online
and find out their registration status.
A list of these states with links to
their state Voter Registration Verifi-
cation Website (VRVW) is provided

on the FVAP website at
www.fvap.gov (select “Reference

Center”, then select “Links”). Spe-
cific requirements, instructions and
features vary from state to state.

In addition to the VRVW, Washing-
ton and Arizona provide a website
for online registration. Both states
require a current state driver's li-
cense or state identification card for
online registration.

The following 35 states, the District
of Columbia, and Puerto Rico have
web sites where a voter can check
their registration status.

Alabama

Alaska*®

Arizona

Arkansas

Colorado

Delaware

District of Columbia

New Mexico
New York
Nevada

North Carolina
Ohio
Oklahoma
Pennsylvania

Georgia
Indiana

lowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maryland
Michigan
Missouri
Montana

Nebraska
New Jersey

Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Virginia
Washington
West Virginia

Wisconsin

*SVRV website will be available in 2010.

Share this issue of the Voting Information News with others!

Federal Voting Assistance Program
Department of Defense
1155 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1155
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