Federal Voting Assistance Program
Voting Assistance Officer Workshop

Civilian - As of October 8, 2008


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the Federal Voting Assistance Program Workshop for Voting Assistance Officers.

As a courtesy, we ask that you please turn off or silence your cell phones and transmitting devices.



This is an interactive hands-on training. Please feel free to ask questions at any time during the workshop. 

We are here to give you the basics for assisting others to register and vote by absentee ballot. 
We encourage you to let us know what was good and what needs improvements of this training, and if we met your expectations

How many are new VAOs, seasoned VAOs? You will find new and I hope very useful information that will help you in the performance of your duties as a VAO.


13 State Governors

Thousands of local offices & State Referenda


Presenter
Presentation Notes
You are here because in 2008 the American people will elect:

	 President, Vice President
	35 U.S. Senators
	the entire U.S. House of Representatives
	13 State Governors
	and thousands of local offices and state referenda.
	



Today, you will learn about:

The Federal Voting Assistance Program

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act
(UOCAVA), The Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP)
and You

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer
The Absentee Voting Process
How to Use Absentee Voting Materials

Additional resources



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today we will cover: Basic information about the FVAP, the UOCAVA, your responsibilities as a VAO, the absentee voting process, the citizens responsibilities, how to use absentee voting materials, and resources available to you and the citizen.
We will be using the Voting Assistance Guide as our text book for this training. Please use the Notes pages at the end of the Guide for taking notes during this workshop. This slide presentation and the Guide is also available on the VAO Resources CD.

The Voting Assistance Guide is the main source of instruction and information on absentee voting for VAOs and is also the primary source of information for citizens covered by the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) 

The FVAP coordinates with the States on the production of the VAG.  The Federal Government does not hold elections. States each have their own election laws, procedures and deadlines. The VAG encapsulates those laws that relate to absentee voting and breaks it down on a State by State basis. 

FVAP works with the individual States on the citizens behalf. Every year, we send to each State a series of suggested legislative initiatives to better facilitate absentee voting by citizens from that State.

The VAG is also on-line, and is kept updated as changes to laws and requirements are made throughout the year.


i ] The Federal Voting Assistance Program

Director, FVAP Administers the:

Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act

(UOCAVA)
42 USC § 1973ff

For the complete text of
UOCAVA Go to Appendix A INTRODUCTION, P. 1


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please note that the lower right hand corner of each slide references where in the Guide you will find more information on the topic.

In 1986 two separate laws, the Federal Voting Assistance Act of 1955 and the Overseas Citizens Voting Rights Act of 1975 were combined and the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA)  was created. 

The act was most recently amended by the FY 2004 Defense Authorization Act and the 2002 Help America Vote Act (HAVA).

The Introduction of the Guide provides additional information on the Federal Voting Assistance Program.




UOCAVA
& Executive Order 12642 of June 8, 1988

President
Secretary of Defense
Director, FVAP

Senior Service Voting Representative, Chief Voting
Action Officer, Installation (Embassy/Consulate)
Voting Assistance Officer, Voting Assistance
personnel

APPENDIX A, P. 423-7
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Presentation Notes
The Director, Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP), administers the UOCAVA on behalf of the Secretary of Defense

UOCAVA requires each federal department and agency with personnel covered by the Act to have a voting assistance program

The FVAP biennial Voting Action Plan and Department of Defense Directive 1000.4 establish policy and guidelines for carrying out an effective voting assistance program

Your job as a VAO is to help ensure that citizens understand their voting rights and how to register and vote absentee under UOCAVA

UOCAVA requires states and territories to allow citizens covered under the Act to register and vote absentee for Federal offices

States and territories have their own laws that allow UOCAVA citizens to vote in state and local elections  


UOCAVA Covers Members of
the Uniformed Services
and the Merchant Marine

UOCAVA Covers
Their Family
Members

APPENDIX A, P. 423-7
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Presentation Notes
The Act covers members of the Uniformed Services on Active Duty. This includes all the military Services as well as Uniformed Members of the Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Commissioned Corps. The Act also covers members of the U.S. Merchant Marine Corps.

Remember that the UOCAVA also covers eligible family members and dependents of members of the active service. 




UOCAVA Covers:

{f/

\
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Presentation Notes
Civilians residing outside the U.S. are also covered by the Act. This includes DoD contractors and Federal Employees overseas.

Civilians in the United States are not covered by the Act and must vote locally or through separate States rules regarding absentee voting. This includes civilians working for the military in the U.S. - even if they are an assigned VAO.

More than Six Million Potential Voters!
3.7 Million Overseas Civilians
1.4 Million Military
1.3 Million Military Dependents of Voting Age
0.1 Million Federal Civilian Employees Overseas

The UOCAVA requires states and territories to allow the groups listed above to register and vote absentee in elections for Federal offices.





UOCAVA FVAP and You:

States With Large UOCAVA Populations

California
Florida
lllinois
Massachusetts
Michigan
New Jersey
New York
Pennsylvania
Texas
Virginia
Washington


Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may use the State listing on page 23 of the 2008-08 Voting Assistance Guide as a quick way to note this information.


The Voting Assistance Mission:

Inform and educate U.S. citizens worldwide of their
right to vote

Administer the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) effectively and
efficiently

Foster voting participation

Protect the integrity of, and enhance the electoral
process at the Federal, state, and local levels.

INTRODUCTION, P. 1
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Presentation Notes
What are examples of how you would inform and educate U.S. citizens? … foster voting participation, … protect the integrity of the process?

1) Inform and educate UOCAVA citizens how to vote absentee by presenting training and workshops similar to this workshop, through the VAO Resources CD, newsletters, and news releases

Encourage voter participation through voter registration drives, motivational posters, publications and electronic media.  The FVAP performs a public affairs campaign designed to help get-out-the-vote.

3) Help ensure integrity of the process nonpartisan, adherence to the regulations and Public Affairs Guidance.  We help ensure integrity of the process through ballot monitoring, by surveying the thousands of Local Election Officials to make certain that they mail out ballots when they say that they are supposed to.  We work with the U.S. Department of Justice to enforce the Act’s requirements.


The UOCAVA, FVAP and You

Your Voting Assistance Program

Secretary of State: Hon. Condoleezza Rice

A 4

Assistant Secretary of State for Consular Affairs:
Ambassador Janice Jacobs

v

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Overseas Citizens Services: Hon. Michele Bond

A\ 4

Chief Voting Action Officer: Ms. Elizabeth Gracon
Phone: (202) 736-4986
Email: votinginfo@state.gov
Web: http://travel.state.gov/law/info/info_2964.html

A 4

YOU — The Voting Assistance Officer
CHAPTER ONE, P. 5-6
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Presentation Notes
We will cover your voting assistance program shortly. This slide depicts where you fit in your Service Voting Assistance Program.
Individuals at varying levels are responsible for implementing, managing, and carrying out voting assistance operations  

While the military Services have a Flag or General officer as a Senior Service Voting Representative, the Department of State has an Ambassador as a Senior Service Voting Representative.

Each service also has a Service Voting Action Officer to assist with distribution of materials and Service specific requirements. CONTACT INFO in Guide, online and in monthly newsletter.

U.S. Embassies and consulates have a Voting Assistance Officer to help you and to provide outreach to U.S. citizens and organization overseas with materials and other site-specific needs.

Voting Assistance Officer help directly in completing the forms and with state specific requirements detailed in the Voting Assistance Guide.



i) The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Contact:

Your Embassy/Consulate Voting Assistance Officer

¥
Your Chief Voting Action Officer

¥

www.fvap.gov
vote@fvap.ncr.gov
1-800-438-VOTE (8683)
DSN 425-1584 (Military)

Toll-free Telephone Numbers from 67 Countries
Toll-free Fax Numbers from 51 Countries

FRONT AND BACK INSIDE COVER


Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you need assistance contact your Embassy/Consulate VAO. 
If you need further assistance, contact your Service Voting Action Officer. Contact information for your Service Voting Action Officer (SVAO) is available in the Guide and updates provided on the FVAP website, www.fvap.gov.

If you cannot obtain support locally, we can assist you with questions pertaining to the Guide, the FPCA, and other absentee ballot questions.

You can reach us on-line through our website at www.fvap.gov or email at vote@fvap.ncr.gov. 

You can also reach us through toll-free telephone numbers from many countries overseas. Refer to the inside cover of the VAG or to our website for the list of these numbers.

If citizens have difficulty contacting their local election official or you were not able to help them locally, contact us early in the process – and inform citizens NOT to wait until the week or day before the election to take action. 

We will communicate with Local Election Officials on their behalf regarding registration status or ballot requests.




Chapter One

CHAPTER ONE

VOTING ASSISTANCE OFFICERS -
WEAT You SHOULD Do (anD Not Do)

I. The Voting Assistance Officer

As 2 Voting Assistance Officers (VAD), you aid in ensuring
that citizens understand their voting Tights axd how 1o
register and vore absentes under the Uniformed and
COverseas Citizens ABianree Voting Act (TOCAVA - See
Appangix A). The act raquies each Faderal deparment and
azency with personne] covered by the UOCATA to have s
voting assistance program. The Federal Voting Assistznce
Program’s (FVAP) biennial Votinz Action Plar and the
Department of Defense Directive 1000.4 (link evailable on
the FVAP website at wwrw frap.gov) astablish policy and
guidelines for carrying out an effective voting assistunce
program.

Whether you are s Civilian or a Milimry VAO, or a voring
assistance voluntesr of 3 U.5. citizens organization
overseas, you are cnitical to the success of these programs.
You are responsible for providing sccurate nonpartisan
voung informstion and assistance

The U.5. Uniformed Services have an extensive chain of
command, which providss support for thair VAOs. The
Department of State offers vocing assistance through its
smmbassy and consuilate VAOs to all US. citizen: ourside the
Tited States. In addition many U5, citizen orzavizations
and corporations outside the United States designate and
support VA0 to assist their members, smployees and ofher
TS, citizens Lving abroad

A. Voting Assistance Officers - What are
your responsibilities?

As & successfal VAO, you sngage in the following
covites:

® Explore the FVAP wabsite (www.fvap.gov) and how
the program can assist you

® Become familiar with your organization or service

voting websites.

Review the FVAP bisnmial Voting Action Plan and use

it as a timeline during the election yesr (found online

at www frap.gov).

Become familiar with this Guids. (In addition to the
FVAP website, this is your primary source of
reference )

Learn the absentee voting process (see Chapter Two
for more infonmation).

® Amend 3 VAOQ muining workshop. Workshops are
offersd in the Washington, D.C. area twice 3 montk
ard at military installations and Department of State
locarions woridwide. Conract the FUAR or SVAOs for
o schedule.

You may also complece E-Laaring Online Training. If
unzhle to anend an f-person werkshop, taining may
be completed ouline at www.fvap.gev by
dowloading the workshop slides of requesting an &-
learning waining CD. Further instraction is provided
on the FVAP website (www-frap.gov).

® Intoduce yourself! Let people kuow you are available
a5 2 resouce. Tell them bow and where they can reach
you

® Keep curent by signing up to receive press eleases
and the monthly Foring Information News (FIV - botk
are avzilable online). The FIN will help you get started
fmmadiarely wirk things “To Do This Month ™ Email
votei frap.nergov with your email address if you
wish to receive it via email, o provide your full name
and mailing address in the body of the email message
to racaive it by standard mail or you can do both

® Organize 3 local Votng Assistance DPlan (see
Implementing an Effective Voricg Assistance Plan in
section IL4)

® Review smdior create 3 “Continuity Folder™ (see
Corirnity of Your Voring &ssistance Program ix
section [12.)

Spectfic rasponsibilities for carrying uta successfil voting

assisrance program are found in sactions 18 for civilian

VAOs 11 in sectinn LC for milstery VAOs.

B. Civilian Voting Assistance Officers
Many U S. citizen organizations and corporstions cutside
the U.S. hava desighated 3 Voting Assistance Officer
(VAO) for & rwo-year federal election cycle temure. This
VAQ will serve as an organization's primary poiat of
contact to work with the FVAT to carry out ax effective
woting assistance effort for the 2008-09 elecrion years and
‘establish connuuity for fanue slection yeurs.

‘The FVAP provides the necessary materizls for organizing
and directing the organization's voting sssistance program
Those mterials include a 2008-09 Voting Action and
Tnformarion Support Plan (ourlining 3 schedule of crion for

5

CHAPTER ONE, P. 5-12


Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will now go to Chapter One. Chapter One is specific to you for running your voting assistance program.  This includes available assistance, materials, sources of information, activities and ideas that you are encouraged to incorporate while executing your VAO duties.

Please take time to read this Chapter after this workshop.


e ) The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Service/DoD Guidance:
e DoD Directive 1000.4, DoD Voting Action Plan

e Service Voting Action Plan, Service Voting
Instructions

e DoD Directive 1344.10: Political Activities by
Members of the Armed Forces on Active Duty

e The Hatch Act, Title 5 U.S.C. Sec. 7321

LINKS FROM www.fvap.gov


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Federal Voting Assistance Program’s (FVAP) biennial Voting Action Plan and the Department of Defense Directive 1000.4 establish policy and guidelines for carrying out an effective voting assistance program.
For guidance you will use your Service Voting Action Plan and Instructions, and the DoD Directives listed here. The Department of Defense Plan details responsibilities, timelines and resources for Executive Branch agencies and internal DoD. 
Get a copy from the State Department or organization Voting Action Officer
A link to each of these publications is available from the FVAP website at www.fvap.gov.

DoD Directive 1344.10: Political Activities by Members of the Armed Forces on Active Duty

The Hatch Act, Title 5 U.S.C. Sec. 7321


"\ ) The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Political Activity and the Federal Employee

e U.S. Office of Special Counsel

e The Hatch Act, Title 5 U.S.C. Sec. 7321
e http://www.osc.gov/hatchact.htm

e Contact: 1-800-85-HATCH

e E-malil: hatchact@osc.gov


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Hatch Act restricts the political activity of executive branch employees of the Federal Government, the District of Columbia government and certain State and local agencies.  In 1993, Congress passed legislation that substantially amended the Hatch Act, allowing most Federal and D.C. employees to engage in many types of political activity. (These amendments did not change the provisions applying to state and local employees.)
With the 1993 amendments, most Federal and D.C. government employees are now permitted to take an active part in political management or in political campaigns. However, some Federal agencies and categories of employees continue to be prohibited from engaging in partisan political activity.
Ref: 5 U.S.C. chapter 73, subchapter III, as amended; 5 C.F.R. Part 733; 5 C.F.R. Part 734
There are two groups of government agencies regarding Hatch Act limitations, one group is more restricted than the other.  Check the website and your agency’s legal office to see which group you are in before taking part in partisan political activity.
REMEMBER: All Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act activities should be NON-PARTISAN in nature.
Inquiries about the Hatch Act may be made in writing or by telephone to:
Hatch Act Unit, 
U.S. Office of Special Counsel, 
1730 M Street, N.W., Suite 201,
Washington, D.C. 20036-4505, 
Tel: (800) 85-HATCH or (800) 854-2824, (202) 653-7143. 
Requests for Hatch Act advisory opinions (only) may be made by e-mail to: hatchact@osc.gov 


	


How to be an effective VAO

- Let them know who you are

e How to contact you and where you are located
- Distribute absentee voting forms to all:
1. Embassy/Consulate staff (include military personnel)
2. Eligible family members
3. Overseas citizens within the consular district
- Make yourself available to assist

- Continue on-going voting assistance effort
CHAPTER ONE, P. 5 and 7-8
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Include U.S. Military Guards, Attaches, military advisory and assistance group (MAAG) officers… 
Expand citizen outreach to include civic groups, American Chambers of Commerce, colleges and universities, and similar organizations


What VAOs Need

2008-09 Voting Assistance Guide

Leadership Support

Letter of Designation

Voting Assistance Materials

Internet Access

To Communicate Voting Information
Time and Resources

To Desighate an Assistant Voting Assistance Officer

CHAPTER ONE, P. 8-9



Voting Continuity Folder

Partial list of Items:

eCurrent Voting Assistance Guide
eAbsentee voting forms (FPCA,
FWAB)

eElection Dates calendar

eGood ideas and lessons learned
e\/oting Information News
e\/oting news releases

eYour voter assistance activities
*VVAO Training

CHAPTER ONE, P. 8-9


Presenter
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Continuity of your program is of utmost importance for you, your assistant, your organization and your successor. 

Create and maintain a continuity folder for your reference and ensure that your successor understands what he or she is supposed to do

Listed are some of the materials the continuity folder should include.

Information in your continuity binder (hardcopy and/or electronic) should help you plan and execute the voter events such as registration drives (and during special holidays such as July 4), 

Armed Forces Voters Week from August 31 to September 7, 2008, and 

Absentee Voting Week from October 12 to October 18, 2008


The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

The FVAP Website: www.fvap.gov
FJAP FEI_)ERAI_ VTI_NG ASS[STANCE PRO(?RAM_ y N _

For ¥Yoting Assistance Officers | For Election Officials

HOME UNIFORMED SERYICES MEMBERS CITIZENS OUTSIDE U.S. REFERENCE CENTER FAQ CONTACT [Search Site... | [ Search |

)
To Vote Absentee, Start By Telling Us Who You Are 56 Days

Mews

More Mews)
August 20, 2008
Moters Week News
July 23, 2008

I"am a uniformed service member I am a citizen tfebsite Mews
or a family member. living outside the U.S. July 21, 2008
Minnesots Mews
For active-duty members of the Armed For United States citizens who are living £ RsSS subscribe
Forces, Marchant Marine, Public Health outside the U.S. for work, school or other
Service, WOAa, and their family members. reasons.
Quick Links

Get the Yoter

Registration/absentes Ballot
Get Started Get Started Request Form

Get the Back-up Ballot
(Federal Write-In Absentes
Ballot)

Find out where to send my
Woter Registration/absentee

Ballot Regquest and absentes
ballot

Use Cur Mew Autornated Tool
to Register/Request a Ballot

Tips to Get vour Yote
Counted

If neither of these choices apply to you, please visit www.canivote.org

v, usa.gov | wesw defenselink.mil | www.americasupportsyou.mil About FYaR | Mews | Disclaimers



Presenter
Presentation Notes
FVAP website home page. The FVAP website is a major tool for  voting assistance. Encourage citizens to use the FVAP website, www.fvap.gov. The site is referenced throughout the Guide and especially referenced for your use in Chapter One.

The website has been improved for even better access and use for the  UOCAVA citizen. The website also provides electronic access to many of the materials listed in this section. In addition, the site provides election information, access to the online FPCA, and links to state government home pages and other sites with election information and results.
The FVAP website provides: 
All of the FVAP's informational materials
Election information
The online Voting Assistance Guide
The online Federal Post Card Application (OFPCA)
The online Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (OFWAB)
Links to state election sites, Federal government sites and overseas U.S. citizen organizations
Additional information and resources for VAOs



wi ) The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Overseas Civilian Participation:

1992 — 31%
1996 — 37/%
2000 — 37%
2004 — 58%

Federally Employed Overseas Civilians:

1992 — 79%
1996 — 68%
2000 — 65%
2004 — 80%

CHAPTER ONE, P. 10
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The FVAP conducts a survey after each Presidential election year. The voting participation rate for overseas citizens in 2004 rose to 58% from 37% in 2000, which is a 21 percentage point increase. By comparison, the voting participation rate for the general population in 2004 was 64% according to the U.S. Census Bureau. (EAC says 61%). So you can see that the overseas citizens are now participating at a rate that is fairly comparable to that of the general public. 

The higher rate of participation and successful voting experiences can be attributed to an effective Department-wide voter information and education program with command support and emphasis on the voting program by each of the Services and the Department of State.

How can you help to improve voter participation?

Make an extra effort to contact younger citizens (18 - 24 year age- group). This group has statistically shown lower voter participation. Don’t forget shift workers. 

Include tenant organizations, and clubs and organizations to which family members may belong.



"\ ) The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Voter Events:

Overseas Citizens Voters Week
June 28-July 7, 2008

Armed Forces Voters Week
August 31-September 7, 2008

Absentee Voting Week
October 12-18, 2008

CHAPTER ONE, P. 6-7
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Overseas Citizens Voters Week is held around the July 4th holiday and is a week for VAOs overseas to remind citizens they should send their FPCA to the Local Election Official. It is also a great opportunity to encourage citizen participation in the democratic process by holding registration drives.

Armed Forces Voter’s Week (AFVW beginning Sunday before Labor Day) is the Big kick-off for the November General Election. This week is dedicated to making sure that everybody has an opportunity to request an absentee ballot. FPCAs should be sent in by this time or earlier.  As you well know, It can take mail a great deal of time to go back and forth from continent to continent. The earlier the FPCA is sent in, the higher the probability of the citizen receiving their ballot in time for the election.

During AFVW is a good time to reach out to the youth at overseas high schools and universities. Many of these are first time voters and citizens that will be 18 and eligible to vote by election day.

The Federal Post Card Application should be delivered in hand to all eligible voters by 15 August 2008 - OCONUS

During Absentee Voting Week (Columbus Day holiday) voters should vote and return their state absentee ballot immediately upon receiving it. 


Good ldeas & Lessons Learned

Examples - State Department Voting assistance officers :

Took their message to American communities around the
globe.

Positioned voting information tables at exhibition baseball
games in Tokyo, visited cyber cafes from Kiev to Seoul, and
set up voting booths at July 4th celebrations worldwide.

Visited schools, hospitals and churches, did radio and TV
interviews, and scheduled countless town hall meetings
throughout the year.

CHAPTER ONE, P. 9-10
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As you provide absentee voting assistance keep track of good ideas and lessons learned that have proven helpful to you and the citizen and share these with your peers.

You will find that there are some things you are doing very well with excellent results that others could use to improve awareness and participation among UOCAVA citizens. Make note of these activities, processes or procedures, and send them to your Service Voting Action Officer.

Share Your  good ideas on getting the registration and election information out to your people. Send them up the chain. 

You are welcome to share your good ideas and lessons learned anytime during the workshop.

Guidance for submitting your good ideas and lessons learned are found in Chapter One of the Guide.


Chapter Two

CHAPTER TWO

REGISTERING, REQUESTING A BALTOT, AND VOTING

|. Requirements for Voting and
Establishing Voting Residence

A. Citizenship and Age
ATl states and tervitories prescribe two voter Tequirements:

® A voter must be a citizen of the United States on the
date of the election in which be or she wishes to vote,
and

A voter st be at least 18 years old on election day in
arder to vote. Some states permit 3 17-year-old to vore
I primary elections if be or she will be 18 by the date
ofthe gereral election

B. Voting Residence

Elections ix the United States are run by state and local
election officials. One must have a legal voting residence
‘address in a state o femitory fo vote in U5, elections

The issue of voting residence can be complex, depending
on individual circumstances. Even in states where laws
clearly define criteria for determining a person’s voting
residence, the final determination is genexlly up to each
local alection official. Providing as muck informarion as
possible to thaze officials on the Federal Post Card
Application, Stndard Form T6FPCA, SF 76) is critical to
successfil regisnation and ballot request

Overseas Citizens: A cirizen outside the United Stares (ot
affliated with the Uniformed Services) vote in the state or
temitory where he or she last resided immediately prior
to departing the United States, even if many years have
elapsed, and the voter maintins 1o residence i the state or
tarritory, and rhe voter's intent to remurn to that state or
TeITitory MLy hot be cemain.

Military Citizens: For manbers of the Uniformed Services
and their family members, in most staies iba legal voting
residence is defined as where he citiren has, or bas had.
physical presence at the location and where there is the
infent to remain of retarn.

1f & citizen 55 wncentain sbout bis o her curent legal vorng
residence, the citizen should examine bis or her comnections
or ties to the sTate of terTitory in questien and cousult with
legal counsel. Further, voting assistance persornal advising
citizens of their proper voting residence or registration
status sbould consult legal counsel

C. Questions to Help Determine Correct
Voting Residence

Asking citizens the following questions may help you

advise on voting residence:

® Where have you ragistered to vote?
Where have you vorzd?

What state or termtory bas issued you & driver’s
license, any other license or idennificarion card?

Where is your motor vehicle registered?
Where is your home or home of recerd?

Wht state or temitory are you from?
Where did you live before coming here?

Where did you live imusediately before leavicg fe
United States™

Where does your fmily Live?
Where do your parents live?
Where do you aw properry?

Where do you engage in sny businesses?
Where do you have bank accounss?

Where are you s member of sty organizstion”

Il. The Basic Absentee Voting
Process

‘The shsentes voting process permiss citizens covered by the
TOCAT, who will be away fom taeir local polling places
on election day, to register, request a ballot, and vote
through the mail or an altemnative meshod. Absentee voters
should request ballots at least 60 days before the election
whenever possible to allew enougl by-mail transit time.
The following is the basic absentee voring process for
citizens covered by the Unjformed and Oversear Cirizens
Absantec Foting der (UOCATA). Refer to page 14 for an
illustration of fhe absentes voting process.

® Step 1. A cirizen must register to vote ix bis or her
stare of lazal residence. Tn order o register andior vote
absentze as an eligible U.5. citizen, he or she must
carefully, lagibly and sccurstely complate a Federal
Post Card Application (FPCA) and submit it to the
‘proper election official. Stare-specific inswucrions for
complering the FRCA ara contained in Chaprer Three.

Step 2: The local slection official, cnce receiving fae
foruz, will process the FPCA to deternune if the citizen
meets the Jurisdiction’s residency requirements. The
local election official will contact the voter £ there are
any questions during the process or if the form is Lot
accaptabla. For this raasor, I is critical for the citizen
to provide an email address and other contact
information on the FPCA.

12
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Presentation Notes
Please take time to read this Chapter after this workshop.



The Basic UOCAVA Voting Process

Step 1: Citizen submits a voter registration/absentee
ballot request form \,j‘

Step 2: Local Election Official approves the request or
asks for more information \ |

Step 3: Local Election Official mails the absentee A_L
ballot \ |

Step 4: Citizen votes and returns the ballot to the Local
Election Official in time to meet state deadlines

OR

If insufficient time exists to receive, vote and return the
ballot on time, he/she submits the Federal Write-In
Absentee Ballot

Chapter TWO, P. 14
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CHAPTER TWO
Chapter Two describes the absentee voting process. 




Using Absentee Voting Materials

Chapter Three: State-by-State Instructions

WASHINGTON

Absentee Voting Guide
For UNIFORMED SERVICES aND U.S. CITIZENS OVERSEAS

Webrite:

o secsiate wa.gov

Link o siate election website is also aailable through FVAP website ar wiwv,frap.gov

Presidential Primary Date: February 19, 2008
State Primary Date: August 19, 2008
General Election Date: November 4, 2008

DEADLINES FOR Presidential Primary State Primary General Election
TUNIFORMED (or preference)
SERVICES*
Registration February 19, 2008 August 19, 2008 Noverber 4, 2008
Ballot Pequest February 19, 2008 Angust 008 November 4, 2008
Ballot Peturn** March 5, 2008** September 3, 2008** | November 25, 2008+*
DEADLINES FOR Presidential Primary State Primary General Election
CIVILIANS OUTSIDE (or preference)
THE U
Registration February 19, 2008 Angust 19, 2008 November 4, 2008
Ballot Pequest February 19, 2008 008 November 4, 2008
Ballot Return*™* March 5, 2008 September 3, 2008** | November 25, 2008+*

YNote: Election dates and imformation are current as of July 2007. Check the stare election website sbove, the FVAP Wabsite at
wwwfuap.gov, o comact your Voting Assistnce Officer for updates.

+Special conditions apply; check taa following pages for details
++Ballor renumm envelope must be dated o later than Election Day.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chapter Three will be very useful during registration drives. You are welcome to duplicate the state instructions to hand out to individual citizens.

Go to your state pages. 

I will be using Washington as an example.

Each State begins with election dates and deadlines.

It is important that the citizen note 3 dates to ensure they know how much time they have to submit their FPCA, receive the ballot and return their voted ballot. These dates are:
Registration deadline
Date local election offices begin mailing ballots, and 
Ballot return deadlines.


sing Absentee Voting Materials

Section |

Application Instructions for FPCA

Section 11
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WASHINGTON

i the form below correspond 1o he

instuctions on the follawing page. Yo mist complete all shaded areds.

FEDERAL POST CARD APPLICA’
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2002-02 Vioting Assistance Guide

1. APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
FOR FPCA

‘The Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) is the primary
form for requesting registration and‘or sn sbsentee ballot
from your local election official. Read all instructions
printed below and on the FPCA before completing and
signing your application. Circled leners comespond to the
tad lemers o the sample form on the preceding page.

@ Block 2.f and 2.: Your Washingron Driver's License
number is requested for voter registration. If you do not
have a Washington Driver's Licanse, eater the last four
digits of your Social Securiry mumber.
@ Block 2 b through 2 §: Indicste your smatl address and
a relephone mumber (including all country and local
‘prafies) where yon can be reacked.
@ Block 3.1 through 3.e: Provide the complata street
‘address of your Washinzron voting residence. A post office
o or rurel rows is not sufficient. If your address includes
s rural route, describe its location in Block 6. For example
“on Highway . 2 miles past Hizhwa . across
the strest from e ‘2as station.” This address st be
withun the county or township where you cleim lezal voting
residence.
@ Block 4.a: Print the complete address where you wat
your ballot sent — usually your current mailing address.
our current mailing address must be differant Fom the
‘address you provided in Block 3.
@ Block 4.c: Pleass check the box comesponding to the
‘msmmer in which you prefer to receive your ballot. If you
want to receive it by fax or email, please be sure 1 include
your fax mumber or email address in Block 21 or 2. See
Section LA and D or Section IT.4 aed D.
© Block §: Desiguarion of polirical pary affilistion is not
requized.
@ Elocl: 6: Submussion of flds foru serves a5 a request 1o
receive ballots for all Federal elections held through the
next two regularly scheduled zeeral elections. If you do
not wish to recaive ballots for that lenzth of time, vou may
request a ballot for each election for Federal office beld in
the next election year OF a ballot for only the zext
scheduled election for Federal office by noting your choice
bere.
ou may also e this section to include any former name
or address under which you may be registered.

Refer to Section ILE or IILE for additional instructions.

@ Block 7- You must sizn snd date the FRCA. When
sigame, you are sweanng or affinning that the mformation
is true and comrect.

Washingtan

Il. UNIFORMED SERVICES

Thesa procedures apply 10 persons who are U5, citizens,
residents of Washington aud members of the Uniformed
Services and their family members. Uniformed Services are
defined as the U.5. Armed Forces, merchant marine
commissioned corps of the Public Health Service and the
Nationsl Ocesuic and Atmospberic Adminisiration

A. Registering and Requesting an Absentee
Ballot

“You should send an FPCA to your local election official
aarly every vear and whenever you change your mailing
address sxcept if you are requesting a spacial write-in ballot
(see Section E and also Chapter Twa).

Yo may also request absentee ballots by telephone, fax.
email or by filling out and mailing the raquest form privted
from the Secretary of State website. Effective January 1,
2008, & person who bas a valid Washinzion Stare Driver's
License or state identification card may register to vote
online on the secratary of state's website at
www.secstatewa.gov. Notifying the County Auditor of
any mailing address changes is required for au mdividual to
receive ahsentes ballots for all fonws electons.

FPCAs should be received by the Comnry Auditor by 30
days before an election to ensure there is sufficieat time for
the voter to receive the ballor. However, FPCAs will be
accepted up tarough slection day. If you thitk there will not
be enough time o receive your ballot by mail, make swe ©
include an email address or fax mumber on your FECA so
that the ballet can be seat elecmonically if necessary.

Washington allows UOCAF votars to receive absentes
ballots even if they are not cumently registered. If you were
ot registered when you sent iz your FFCA, Washington
will automatically use your completed form to register
‘vou, a long as the hardcopy is recaived.

B. Casting Your Vote

Ballot Return Deadline: Your voted ballot must amive st
the Connty Auditor prior to certification of the election
Certification for primary and special elections is 15 davs
after election day: cartification for gansral elections is 21
days afrer lection day. The 0ath accompanying your voted
ballo: must be signed and dated by slection day.

Counties begin mailing U'OC.AT ballots 30 days before the
election,

1f you have not raceived your state ballot in & timely

maner, use the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot. See
muctions in Chapter Two.
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CHAPTER THREE, Your State



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The formatting for each State is the same throughout Chapter Three of the Guide.

The sample FPCA is on the left page. The shading indicates what is required by the State. 

Section I on the right page are the specific instructions for completing the FPCA. The citizen should follow these instructions when completing the FPCA. 

Section II is for Uniformed Service members and their eligible dependents. Careful not to use Section II. 


Section |1l: Civilians Outside U.S.

Washingten

€. Notary/Witness Requirements
Mo requirsments for Tezistration or voting materials to be
notarizad or wimessad.

D. Electronic Transmission of FPCAs and
Ballots
W Weshington allows you to send your FRCA ballot
request by fax or email. Tf you would like to use the
FPCA to register to vote, the fax or amail nmst be
followed up with the orizinal form.
Effective Tanuary 1. 2008, & parson who has a valid
Washington State Driver's License or state
identification card may register to vote online on the
secretary of stare's website at WWW.secstate.wa.gov.
Washington allows you o receive 2 blank ballot by fax
or amail

If you Lave questicns sbout eleconic mansmission of your
FPCA or ballots, contact your County Anditor. Visit
wiw.secstate.wa.gov/elections, then select County
Auditors for contsct irfonmation.

Please refer to Appeadix B for specific instmctions whea
transmitiing election maserials electronically. Use the
following numbers:

DS 2235527
(703) 8835527
1-800-368-8683

7o .5, Cansga. Gua, FUSTS R, VISR 15Nz Gl

Invermational foll-free fx mazbers
58 Inzaz pack cave)

E. Special Write-In Absentee Ballot
Washingtor. will provide a state special write-in absentse
ballot upor recusst if vou belisve thar you will be umable to
wvota and refumn & regnlar sbsentae ballar by nomeal mail
delivery withiz the period provided for regular absentee
allots.

‘The FECA may be used to yquest fhis stafe special write-n
ballor. In Bleck § of the FPCA write: T am unsble 1o voe
and renum 2 regular sbsstss ballot by normal mail delivery
within the time provided for regular shsentee ballors. T
request 3 special write-in sbsentee ballor ” Candidste and
issue iformarion may not be available ot the time of your
request.

The state special writa-in ballor must be requested not
earlier than 90 days before the election. You may vote it by
wiiting in the names of specific candidares

F. Ballot Application By Proxy

If you are currently registered, a member of your
immediate famuly may request an absenrea ballot for your
wse o your bebalf As a means of ensuring fat the person
i requasts the sbsentas ballot is requesting the ballor for
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you, an muditor may require the person who requests the
3bsentes ballot to identify your dare of binth aad deny &
Taquast that  not accomparied by this informator.

G. Bars to Voting

Parsons convicred of & falony must have votng rights
restored prior to registering to vote. Persons fudicially
daclared Icompetant may not vots.

H. Action Upon Denial of Registration or
Absentee Ballot Request

Should your vorar rgisation spplicasion or shsemee ballor

request be denied, Washinzton shall provide You with the

reason(s) for the rejection.

I.  Transfer of Registration

T you changs your residence to a differsnt county, you must
re-register If you changza your residence within the same
county, you must notify the county slections depertment by
phone or in writing. Both of these actions must be
completed at laast 30 days before the alaction to be eligible
10 vote in your new jurdsdiction.

J. Late Registration

Qualified persons not ragistered anywhere in the state of
Washington may register to vote in person &t the office of
tne Counry Anditor or st a designsted vorer registmanon site
i the county where the applicant resides. This mey be done
up unril the fifreenth day before the election. These parsans
will be given an absentee ballot o vote.

lil. CIVILIANS QUTSIDE U.S.

The following procedres apply o parsons who are U5
citizens, residents of Washington and overseas ciizers. The
term “overseas citizen(s)” weans 3 U5, citizen who resides
outside the U.S. and (but for such residence) would be
qualified to vote in Washington for local, state and Federal
office ballots

A. Registering and Requesting an Absentee
Ballot

You should send an FPCA to your local elaction official

early every vear and whenever you charge your mailing

‘address except if you are requesting a special write-in ballot

(sae Section E and zlso Chapter Two).

You may also request absenree ballots by telephone, i,
amnail ot by filling ott and mailing the recuast form privied
from the Secratary of State website. Effective January
2008, 2 person who Las s valid Washingron State Drive
License or state ideutification card may register to vote
online on the secrefary of state’s website at
wirw.secstate wa.gov. Notifying the Counry Auditor of
any mailing address changes is required for an individual to
Tecaive absentee ballors for all Finre elections

2008-02 Voting Assistance Guide

FPCAs should be raceived by the Counry Auditor by 30
days before an elecrion to enswe thers s sufficiant time for
the voter to receive the ballor. However, FPCAs will be
sccepted up trouzh election day. If you think there will not
be euough time to recaive your ballot by mal, make siTe o
include an el address or fux mumber o you FPCA so
that tae ballot can be sent electronically fnecassary.

Washington allows DOCATA voters to receive absentee
ballots evan if they ave pot currsndy registared. If you ware
not registerad when you seut in your FFCA, Washington
will automatically use your completed form to register
vou, 3 loug as the hardeopy is raceived.

B. Casting Your Vote

Ballot Return Deadline: Your vored ballor must armive at
the Counry Auditor prior to certification of the elaction.
Certification for primary and special elections is 15 days
after elecrion day; cartification for ganeral elections 15 21
days after election day. The oath accompanying vour voted
ballor must be signed and dated by election day.

Countias begin mailing TOCAVA ballots 30 days before
the election.

If you have not receivad your state ballot in a timely
manner, use the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot. See
instrucions in Chaprer Two

C. Notary/Witness Requirements
Mo requirements for Tegisation or vOrnE matarials 1o be
notarized or wimessed.

D. Electronic Transmission of FPCAs and
Ballots

W Washington allows you to send your FPCA ballot
request by fax or email. Tf vou would like to use the
FBCA to registar to vote, the fax or email must be
fallowed up with the original form.

Effacrive Tauary 1, 2008, 2 person who has a valid
Washington state driver's license or stae identification
card may register to vote online on the secretary of
state's wabsita 3t WWW_secstate wa.goT.

B Washineton allows you to receive 3 blauk ballor by fax
or email

If you have questions about elecionic ransmission of your
FPCA or ballots, contact your County Auditor. Visit
wiww.secstate.wa.zov/elections, then select County
Augitors for contact information.

Please refer to Appendix B for specific instructions when
transmiteing election marerials electronically. Use the
following numbers

Washington

1-800-368-8683
Hrom U5 Canada, Guam, Fusrts Rice, Virgin kslaees oy}
Intemanonsl toll-free fax numbers
(e inside back cover)

E. Special Write-In Absentee Ballot
‘Washingron will provide a state special write-in absentes
‘allot upon request 1f you believe that you will ba unsble 1o
vote and remrn a rezular sbsentes ballot by normal mail
delivary within the period providad for rezular sbsemres
ballos.

The FPCA may be used to requast s stai special write-in
‘ballot In Block 6 of the FPCA write: “T am unable 1o vote
and retu: 2 regular abseates ballot by normual mail delivery
within the time provided for regular absentea hallots. 1
Tequest a special write-in absentee ballot” Candidate aud
issue infonmation may not be available af the time of your
Tequest

The state special write-in ballat must be requested not
earlier than 90 days before the elecrion. You may vote it by
writing in the names of specific candidates.

F. Ballot Application By Proxy

If you are currently registered,  member of your
immediate family may request an absentee ballot for your
152 on vour behalf As 3 means of sreuing that the parson
+who requests the shsentse ballot is raquesting the ballot for
you, an auditor may Tequire the parson Who Tequasts the
abseatze ballot to identify vour date of birth and deny &
Tequest that is not accomparied by this informetion.

. Bars to Voting

Persons convicted of & fslony must have voting rights
Tesrored prior w registering to vore. Persons judicially
declarad incompatent may not vote.

H. Action Upon Denial of Registration or
Absentee Ballot Request

Should your voter registration application or sbsentee ballot

Tequest be deried. Washington shall provide von with te

resson(s) for the rejection.

I.  Transfer of Registration

1f you change your Tesidance to 3 differanr counry, you must
re-register. If you change your residence within the same
Counry, you must oty the county elections deparmnert by
phone or in writing. Both of these actions must be
cormpleted &t least 30 days before the slection to be elizible
o vote in Your new jurisdiction.

CHAPTER THREE, Your State
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Presentation Notes
Section III is for civilians outside the U.S.






Section IV: Uniformed Services &
Civilians OQOutside U.S. - Where To Send It

Washington
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£3
Part Towrsend Wik 38358-0853

J. Late Registration Tounty Walling Addrece.
Qualified persons not registered anywhere inthe siate of W
Washinzton may ragister to votz in person at the office of
the County Auditor o at a designared voter registration site
in the county where the spplicant resides. This may be done bl
p vt the fifteensh day before the election. These persans
will be given an shsentea ballot to vote. =
=
IV. UNIFORMED SERVICES &
CIVILIANS OUTSIDE U.S —
Where To Send It =
Mail the FPCA or other signed zequest to tke County amn
Auditor i your comry of votng residence as listed below
Ghancgan
oty Walling REdTeeT
A
Facic
SoxsT
Asciin South Zend, WA 385250057
Fend dreie Bend Grelie Couty Azl
e
P
Cheis
Fan Juan
Friday Harbor, WA 82500638
hacit Skagit Courty Auditor
0 Sox 1308
Ciart ik Courty Audicr WA 52731305
PG Borzeis Srararts ‘Skarmarts Courty Audrr
fum sa5Ee-215 20 5er T
Coluein == Zwenzar, WA 355450750
e
Cowitz
Fooane
Cougas
En
Ry
Trarston
Frantin
g
Gaterd
s v
Gt
iala Wala, WA 2220356
o Whaicom Caurty Ausiar
ey martor 11 Grane Avenue. Suke 102
o, WA ineean hEan Courty Asdlor
=5J 20 5o 35
Cotar, Wik 531110350
=, A 82355000 ek “Yakia Cou
etz Je¥ersan Courty Ml 132 N.S8cona Street, 2157

aklma, 1WA 5301-2535

Dare To Soar Like An Eagle. Voting Is The Greatest High

by Kim Shoemaker
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Section IV contains information for both Uniformed Service members and U.S. citizens overseas.

Exhaustive “Where to Send It” Listings are not available for the following States: Maine (ME), Michigan (MI) and Wisconsin (WI) ), however, each state’s election web page has links to the entire listings.  Use the State Election Sites link on the FVAP web site to get to this information.


The Basic UOCAVA Voting Process

Step 1: Citizen submits a voter registration/absentee A

ballot request form \,j
=

Step 2: Local Election Official approves the request or
asks for more information \ |
Step 3: Local Election Official mails the absentee /1

ballot \ |
=

Step 4: Citizen votes and returns the ballot to the Local
Election Official in time to meet state deadlines

OR

If insufficient time exists to receive, vote and return the
ballot on time, he/she submits the Federal Write-In
Absentee Ballot

CHAPTER TWO, P. 15-16,21 and CHAPTER THREE, Your State


Presenter
Presentation Notes
BEFORE WE CONTINUE, LET’S TAKE A BREAK! Please be back in ten minutes based on the time on your watch. 

Next we will begin the first part of the Absentee Voting Process, which is submitting  the Federal Post Card Application for registering and requesting  the absentee ballot.

It would be helpful for the citizen (and you) that the citizen make note and mark their calendar with the deadline for registering in their state. Based on this date and local mailing transit times, the citizen knows approximately how far in advance to send the FPCA.



Federal Post Card Application

FPCA SF-76 FPCA SF-76 FPCA SF-76A
(Front) (Back) (Online)
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Cardstock FPCA and APPENDIX F, P. 449


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the Federal Post Card application (SF-76 serves as the primary communication between citizen and Local Election Official.
The FPCA serves as a simultaneous request for voter registration and request for an absentee ballot.  Some States waive or do not have voter registration.
The citizen should send the FPCA in as early as possible.  This allows time for resolution of questions and to ensure that the Local Election Official receives it.
In most states and territories, the FPCA serves as a valid request for absentee voter registration and/or absentee ballot request, regardless of whether the sender was registered prior to submitting the FPCA
In all states and territories, one FPCA can be used to request both primary and general election ballots for Federal offices through two regularly scheduled general elections for Federal office
Everyone should send in a new form every year even if they are “permanently” registered.  This reminds the Local Election Official of your absentee voter status and current mailing address.

The FPCA Form was revised in 2005. If the older editions of the FPCA is the only one available to the citizen, ensure that it is completed according to the specific requirements of their state of residency.

The FPCA is available on-line.  All 50 states, Washington DC, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands accept the on-line version of the form (Guam does not). You may fill out the form on-line, in PDF format, print it, sign in, place it in an envelope and mail it.  You will need to pay for postage if you choose to do this. The official FPCA is printed on cardstock, and that version of the form is postage-free if mailed within the U.S. mail system.

Remember that every block is not required to be filled in; you only have to fill in the blocks that are shaded in the guide for your State.



FPCA Completion
Block 1: Register/Request Ballot

REGISTRATION AND ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST - FEDERAL POST CARD APPLICATION (FPCA)

1. IREQUEST ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR ALL ELECTIONS IN WHICH | AM ELIGIBLE TO VOTE AND | AM (Mark only one):
(a) A MEMBER OF THE UNIFORMED SERVICES OR MERCHANT MARINE ON ACTIVE DUTY, OR AN ELIGIBLE SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT

(b) A US. CITIZEN RESIDING OUTSIDE THE U.S. TEMPORARILY

x (C) AU.S CITIZEN RESIDING OUTSIDE THE U.S. INDEFINITELY

Block 6: Additional Information

6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Designate the period for which you want to receive ballots - see instructions for Block 6, paragraph (3).
Consult the Voting Assistance Guide for other specific state instructions.)

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Complete the form for yourselves as we go. If you have already registered, pick a different State and pretend you are assisting someone from that State - you will notice how many differences there can be. Check the Guide for State requirements.

Submission of this form serves as a request to receive ballots for all Federal elections held through the next two regularly scheduled general elections. If you do not wish to receive ballots for that length of time, you may request a ballot for each election for Federal office held in the next election year OR a ballot for only the next scheduled election for Federal office by noting your choice in Block 6. 

U.S. Citizen Overseas only: Place an X only in one block. Marking Block 1(c) generally means that you were a resident of that State before departing the U.S. and your intent to return at some time in the future is uncertain. Marking Block 1(c) applies for a Federal ballot only (if one is printed by the state).

Illegible handwriting is a problem encountered by Local Election Officials in processing FPCAs. The form should be legibly typed or printed in blue or black ink.




Using Absentee Voting Materials

FPCA Completion

Block 2: My Information

2. MY INFORMATION

a TYPED OR PRINTED NAME (Last, First Middie) SUFFTX (07, [ b, PREVIOUS NAWIE (7 appicabie)
Lo | R | | i | |

AN |\T| | | L | SI | |

Jones|, Jamels .La _ |Sr| NS

c. SEX d. RACE |e. DATE OF BIRTH

r
X1 9947/198

h. TELEPHONE NUMBER (Mo DSN number; inciude all

1011 1-123-145i-{14|-5
.|.

1125 XY -11145267 1772

FAX NUMBER (Mo DSN number; include all international prefixes)

. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 0. STATE DRIVER'S LICENSE OR I.D. NUMBER
i

1145/ |01 1-28} [1/145- 14~ 6718791 415

0)
ot h.icom | SEEEERNEREENE

Include a fax number
and email address.

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I

]- EMAIL ADDRESS

jljl. pdf 57@hamiks

o N 301 |5



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your personal information: name, any previous name you may have used, gender, race, date of birth.

The information on race is requested from some States for statistical purposes by the U.S. Department of Justice in their enforcement of the Voting Rights Act and the National Voter Registration Act. Your request for registration will not be rejected by any State if this box is left blank.

Some States require all or part of your social security number. Enter State driver's license or other ID number.

Most States currently allow the faxing and some States allow emailing of some or all election materials -- check the Guide for specific requirements. 

Even if the state does not allow faxing or emailing of official materials, the citizen’s fax number and email address may help the local election official get in touch with the individual if there is a problem. Also, information materials or other required communications with the local election official may be electronically transmitted to any State.

Be sure to include country & city codes when providing your fax number. The number should be listed as it would be dialed from the United States.



FPCA Completion

Block 3: My Voting Residence

3. MY VOTING RESIDENCE ADDRESS (Required) (Adilitary, use legal residence. Overseas citizens, use last legal residence in U.S.)

a. NUMBER AND STREET [(Cannot be a P.O. Box)

}igJYZWi'OWMRa\‘IfIEALEe Tle r. r'ac e COJN1i'Yi i i i d_iSTAiTE e. iZIPECCEDE i i i
Mayvil |l el || oimewhier le| | | | |P|A |d6l7571-1 007

Use your legal residence

In the U.S.
Provide further description
In Block 6 if necessary.

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your right to vote in your State and determination of your voting precinct depend on the physical location of your residence while you were in the State. 

Enter the complete legal voting residence address (including county) where you ACTUALLY LIVED in the State or territory. DO NOT USE A POST OFFICE BOX NUMBER. Insert your City, State, County (Parish, Township). 

In an area with no street names, indicate route name and number and box number. Provide additional information in Block 6 (if necessary) to physically describe your residence location. 

If you have never lived in the U.S., check the Guide or the FVAP Website for the States that allow you to vote using a parent's voting residence address.

This section of the form is crucial.  Local Election Officials use this information to geographically pinpoint your residence to determine which ballot will be sent to you.

No or inadequate voting residence, and applying to wrong jurisdiction are problems encountered by Local Election Officials in processing FPCAs.



FPCA Completion

Voting Residence

Follow state residency requirements

One legal residence — last U.S. address prior to leaving
UESS

A conscious decision
Spouses can have a different legal residence

Cannot arbitrarily choose

Some States permit U.S. citizens who have never lived In
the U.S. to vote

CHECK WITH LEGAL COUNSEL
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT LEGAL RESIDENCY!

CHAPTER TWO, P. 15-16


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Block 3 is for your legal residence. This section of the form is crucial.  Local Election Officials use this information to geographically pinpoint your residence to determine which ballot you will be sent to you. Do not use a P.O. Box alone -- include description of residence location and use remarks section if needed.

There is one legal residence for each U.S. citizen. If, for example, you lived in New York immediately before going overseas, your legal residence is the last address where you lived in New York unless you establish legal residency elsewhere. Even if the house is gone or owned by someone else you can use the address as long as you are outside the U.S. or until you change your legal residence. 

You must make a conscious decision to change residency; it cannot be done accidentally. There must be certain specific actions which may be interpreted as conscious decisions, e.g., registering to vote, registering a car, qualifying for in-state tuition, etc.

Residence remains the same, even though you have no connection to address

The FVAP website provides some guidance. Responsibilities for legal residence may differ from State-to-State (taxes, etc.), and voters should know the ramifications before changing voting residence. Most States require a minimum of a physical presence in the State and the intent to remain or return to that State.

CHECK WITH YOUR LEGAL COUNSEL IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT LEGAL RESIDENCY.



Enfranchise Citizens Who Have Never Resided In U.S.:

Arizona
Colorado
Delaware
Georgia
Hawalii

lowa
Massachusetts
Michigan

Nebraska
New York
North Dakota
Oklahoma
Rhode Island
Tennessee
West Virginia
Wisconsin

Refer to State by State Instructions for specifics


Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may use the State listing on page 23 of the 2008-08 Voting Assistance Guide as a quick way to note this information.

Additional notes on Residence:
Each voter must have a legal residence address in a state or territory to vote in U.S. elections
Final determinations on issues of voting residence are made by the local election officials
Voters should provide as much information as possible on the FPCA  to help ensure successful registration and ballot request
A citizen outside the United States (not affiliated with the Uniformed Services) can vote in the state or territory where he or she last resided immediately prior to departing the United States even if many years have elapsed, and the voter maintains no residence in the state or territory, and the voter’s intent to return to that state or territory may not be certain



FPCA Completion

Block 4: Where To Send My Voting Materials

4. WHERE TO SEND MY VOTING MATERIALS

a. MY CURRENT ADDRESS (Where [ five now) (Required) b. y;{;%%m%%gIrwgaﬁggggﬁsafggzi Complete 4b. only if you do not want your
Tames| |Lalriny \Johels James lLar'r'y Johhles| | |

1 Clhamp| dlel Mdrs c/lo Ovelrsieas| Tindusitries.
75007! Palrlils 44| W. 199/t h Sitireleft
Araince| | New York NY 00123

¢. | PREFER TO RECEIVE MY ABSENTEE BALLOT, AS PERMITTED BY MY STATE, BY: MAIL FAX EMAIL

Remember to notify your
local election official of all
address changes!

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be sure to NOTIFY YOUR LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIAL of all address changes.

Local Election Officials ask us to say this because absentee balloting material is generally NOT FORWARDABLE.

Many absentee ballots are returned to Local Election Officials because of out-of-date mailing addresses.

This form should be resubmitted every time you change your mailing address.



FPCA Completion
Block 4: How | Want to Receive My Ballot

4. WHERE TO SEND MY VOTING MATERIALS

a MY CURRENT ADDRESS (Where I ive now) (Required) b WY FORVIARDING ADDRESS gﬁfﬁ‘}% Compiete 2b. only 77 you do nof want your
Vames!| |Lajrry [Jone's Jaes| |Uariry| Jonles| | | ||

' Clhamp! dle! Mars c/lo Ovelrslelas| T/ndulsltries.
75007! Palrlils 44| W. 95/t/h Sitireelt
Araince| New York! NY pp 1123

Check Chapter 3 for
State alternatives for
receiving the ballot!

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Block 4. WHERE TO SEND MY VOTING MATERIALS. Block 4a is the complete mailing address where you are now living. If you have an alternate address or an address of a mail forwarding service that delivers your mail more quickly, enter that address in Block 4b. 

Be sure that the address is: Legible, Complete, and Up-to-Date to ensure that you receive your ballot.

Providing inadequate mailing address is a problem encountered by Local Election Officials in processing FPCAs.

If your State allows absentee ballots to be sent via e-mail or fax, check the appropriate box in Block 4c. See Chapter 3 of the Voting Assistance Guide. 

If a State allows electronic transmission of official election materials, it may allow the citizen to:
1. send the FPCA for registration and/or absentee ballot request by fax or email,
2. receive the blank absentee ballot by fax or email,
3. return the voted absentee ballot by fax or email,
4. perform any combination of 1, 2 and 3 above.


Using Absentee Voting Materials

FPCA Completion

Block 5: My Political Party Preference

Required by most
States to vote in the
primaries.

5. MY POLITICAL PARTY PREFERENCE (Optional, but may be required by states to T |
register to vote in primary elections): MI bIC Id Ie if

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Block 5. MY POLITICAL PARTY PREFERENCE. 

This is an optional entry, however, this information is required by most States in order to vote in primary elections. 

Consult the Voting Assistance Guide, Chapter 3, for any specific State information required.




FPCA Completion

Provide additional information
that may assist Local Election Official
In approving this application.

Block 6: Additional
Information

6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Designate the period for which you want to receive ballots - see instructions for Block 6, paragraph (3).
Consult the Voting Assistance Guide for other specific state instructions.)

Last date lived in Mayville: Feb. 2002.

I am oufside The territorial limits of The U.S. T request a special write-in
absentee ballot,

~

Some states provide a State
Special Write-in Ballot (text for
Nebraska).

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Block 6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
List a name and telephone number of a local contact in the event the Local Election Official cannot contact you and has a question concerning the application.

If you were previously registered to vote in a jurisdiction other than the one in which you are applying, indicate "previously registered in (location).“

Submission of this form serves as a request to receive ballots for all Federal elections held through the next two regularly scheduled general elections. If you do not wish to receive ballots for that length of time, you may request a ballot for each election for Federal office held in the next election year OR a ballot for only the next scheduled election for Federal office by noting your choice in Block 6. 

(Depending on your state of residence, you may also receive ballots for State and local offices during the selected period as well.)

(4) If your State provides a special state write-in ballot and you are requesting one, indicate the reason you are requesting a special write-in ballot.


FPCA Completion
Block 7: Affirmation

7. AFFIRMATION
| swear or affirm, under penalty of perjury, that:

1. l'am a member of the Uniformed Services or merchant marine on active duty ar an eligible spouse or dependent of such a member, ora U.S.
citizen temporarily residing outside the U S, or ather IU.S_ citizen residing outside the U 5., and

2. lama U.S. citizen, at least 18 years of age (or will be by the day of the election), eligible to vote in the requested jurisdiction, and

3. | have not been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying offense or been adjudicated mentally incompetent, or if so, my voting rights have
been reinstated, and

4. | am not registering, requesting a ballot, or voting in any other jurisdiction in the U.S_, and
5. My signature and date below indicate when | completed this document, and
6. The information on this form is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.
| understand that a material misstatement of fact in completion of this document may constitute grounds for conviction of perjury.

Signed: ]ameSL-]OTles DateOI8IOI7I2IOIOI6 Signed: Date: | | | | | ' '

M MDDY Y Y Y% (Witness/Notary and address (if required)) M MDDYJY Y Y

release of this information may be punishable by law.

The information contained herein is for official use only. Any un

Applicant must read, sign
(in presence of notary if
required) and date.

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I



Presenter
Presentation Notes
You MUST sign your application. If you do not sign the application, your application can not be approved.

In some States the citizen is signing an oath. For example: Florida citizens must read the oath in the Guide before signing the FPCA for registration. 

Applicants should be aware that when they sign their FPCA, they are verifying the information under the penalty of perjury. Area for the witness and notary address. Check the Guide for State requirements to see if a witness or notary is required on the FPCA or State registration forms. (Examples: American Samoa & Puerto Rico).

Also check witness or notary requirements for returning completed State ballot for the citizen so they will know what to expect when ballot arrives. (Alabama, Guam, Mississippi, & Puerto Rico – check FVAP website for updates).

Embassies and Consulates will provide free notary services for official Federal and State election materials. 

Overseas citizens must have their materials notarized by an individual with regular notarial capabilities.





FPCA Completion
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PAR AVION

OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL

O POSTAGE NECES SARY IN THE LS. MAIL . DMM T63.4.0

TO:

See

“Where To Send It”
section IV of Chapter 3.

ocal Election
fficial Mailing

Address
(flip-side)

WWW.FVAP.GOV, LINK to STATE ELECTION SITE


Presenter
Presentation Notes
See Section IV, Where to Send It,  of state pages in Chapter 3, Voting Assistance Guide.



L}
Il === |Completion
{Woler name and current complete military or overseas mailing address) 39 USC 3406
i

James Larry Jones

1 Champ de Mars 75007  ‘meu o PAR AVION
Dar‘is = - ﬁhﬂ‘;ﬂdbymaus.m*mm:

ran

MAILIN, VELOPE:

Intarnati il postage is required if nol mailed in the U.S. Postal
APOIFPO Systam, or Diplomaltic Pouch.

OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL

NO POSTAGE NECESSARY IN THE U.S. MAIL - DMM 703.8.0

Chautauqua County Board of Elections

Citizen’s ' -1007
Name and Current USA
Mailing Address Local Election Official’s

Mailing Address
(ensure you indicate “USA”)

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION 1V


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FPCA Instructions and Local Election Official Mailing Address are on the flip-side of the form. 
At the top, put the return mailing address here - NOT the address of your legal residence. 

Address FPCA to correct local election official as indicated in the citizen's State of residence in Chapter 3.
You may want to have the post office HANDSTAMP the postmark with the date.

Remember some States may not have all their Local Election Official’s addresses in the Guide. You can check State web site listed in the Guide or call FVAP to access that information.

Once the FPCA is received by the local election official, they will process the form and send the ballot to the mailing address provided as long as the citizen meets the state residency requirements and the return card was fully completed.
Instructions for completing the ballot will be included with the ballot.

The FPCA is postage-free in the U.S. mails. This includes the Military Postal Service and Embassy/Consulate pouches.

If the citizen is in a foreign country and not close to a U.S. military installation or Embassy or Consulate they must affix the appropriate local postage for the FPCA to get to its destination in the United States.


Electronic Transmission Service

Check Chapter 3 for State
Faxing/Emailing Rules

and Appendix B for Instructions
and Cover Sheet

Election
Official

DSN plus toll-free fax numbers from 51 countries.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
FVAP provides a faxing service that allows the citizens to fax in or receive their absentee balloting materials. The faxing service was initially established during Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm because of the proximity of deployment to that year’s elections. FVAP worked with all of the States to accept faxing of the FPCA and of the completed ballot for the 1990 election. Faxing stations were set up on-site which enabled Uniformed Services to complete the entire absentee voting process in a number of hours. 

Now, 50 States and Territories allow some part of the process by fax, either the FPCA, blank ballot or voted ballot. More states are also allowing emailing of the FPCA and the blank ballot.

VAOs should not bundle or send multiple FPCAs by fax. Each transmission must have a cover sheet for each citizen’s FPCA or ballot. This ensures that the local election officials know to look for each completed form.

See Appendix B of the Guide for additional instructions and a fax Cover sheet. You may duplicate the cover sheet for use by the citizens you assist.

Ensure that the citizens enter their local election official correctly on the Cover Sheet so their materials can be directed to the appropriate location.

Citizens should use the FVAP fax numbers to provide toll-free access and an audit trail of their registration request and completed ballot.

Because of the nature of the process, citizens using the faxing service must waive their right to secrecy. 

When assisting a citizen, let them do the faxing wherever possible -- if you have to fax for them, do not reveal the contents of their ballot.

Have the citizens mail the originals after faxing or emailing.


Allow blank ballot delivery by e-mail

» Colorado (active duty overseas, also
voted ballot)

» Delaware
» Florida

» |llinoiS (Chicago/Cook County)

» Indiana (through ETS, also voted ballot)

» lowa (also voted ballot if designated
Imminent Danger area)

» Kansas (also voted ballot)
» Maryland
» Minnesota

» Mississippi (active duty overseas, also

voted ballot)

» Montana (certain counties, also voted
ballot)

» New Jersey (also voted ballot)

» New MeXico (also voted ballot)

» North Dakota (also voted ballot)
» Oregon

» South Carolina (also voted ballot)
»Vermont

»Virginia (overseas voters)
»Washington

» \West Virginia (certain counties,
also voted ballot)

»\Wisconsin

Note: Missouri allows voted ballot by
email for 2008.

Refer to State by State Instructions for
specifics


Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may use the State listing on page 23 of the 2008-08 Voting Assistance Guide as a quick way to note this information.

These States & jurisdictions currently allow blank ballot delivery by e-mail.
Some states allow emailing of blank ballot for military on active duty overseas only.
Some state only allow emailing for overseas military and civilians overseas (not military stateside). 
In some states only certain counties are allowed emailing the ballot. 
Some sates allow emailing of the voted ballot. 

Refer to State by State Instructions (Chapter Three) in the Voting Assistance Guide for specifics.


The Basic UOCAVA Voting Process

Step 1: Citizen submits a voter registration/absentee A

ballot request form \,j
=
» Step 2: Local Election Official approves the request or
asks for more information \ |
» Step 3: Local Election Official mails the absentee /1

ballot \ |
=

Step 4: Citizen votes and returns the ballot to the Local
Election Official in time to meet state deadlines

OR

If insufficient time exists to receive, vote and return the
ballot on time, he/she submits the Federal Write-In
Absentee Ballot

CHAPTER THREE, Your State


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The citizen has finished the first  step of the absentee voting process. Next the local election official processes the FPCA and may ask for more information from the citizen. On the 3rd step the local election office mails the absentee ballot. 

It would be helpful for the citizen (and you) that the citizen mark the day their state mails the ballots. This date and based on local mailing transit times, the citizen knows approximately when to expect the ballot.


Top Reasons FPCAS
Cannot Be Processed

Inadequate or No Legal Voting Residence Address
Inadequate or lllegible Current Mailing Address
lllegible Writing

Applied to Wrong Jurisdiction

Failure to Indicate Party Preference

No Signature

Received Too Late

Form Not Completed

Mailing Envelope Lacks Proper Postage

CHAPTER TWO, P. 16-17


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The top reasons that FPCAs cannot be processed include: (Source: FVAP 2004 Post-Election Survey)

Inadequate or No Legal Voting Residence Address: The local election official cannot process your application without knowing which ballot you are supposed to be sent.
Inadequate or Illegible Current Mailing Address: The local election official cannot send you a ballot if your current mailing address is impossible to decipher.
Illegible Writing
Applied to Wrong Jurisdiction
Failure to Indicate Party Preference: This generally is only for party primary.
No Signature
Received Too Late: Remember mail transit time -- even if the State ballot request deadline is not until just before the election, the local election official still has to send the ballot and the citizen has to return it in time to meet the State ballot return deadline. Send in the form as early as possible to allow time for problem resolution.
Form in General Not Completed
Mailing Envelope Lacks Proper Postage

Remember to update your address with your local election official , send in the form as early as possible to allow time for problem resolution, and mail transit time -- even if the State ballot request deadline is not until just before the election, the local election official still has to send the ballot and the citizen has to return it in time to meet the State ballot return deadline.




The Basic UOCAVA Voting Process

Step 1: Citizen submits a voter registration/absentee
ballot request form \,j‘

Step 2: Local Election Official approves the request or
asks for more information \ |

Step 3: Local Election Official mails the absentee A_L
ballot \ |

» Step 4: Citizen votes and returns the ballot to the Local
Election Official in time to meet state deadlines

OR

If insufficient time exists to receive, vote and return the
» ballot on time, he/she submits the Federal Write-In
Absentee Ballot

CHAPTER TWO, P. 17-19, 22 CHAPTER THREE, Your State


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The citizen has completed the first three steps of the absentee voting process. 

FVAP highly recommends that the citizen vote and return the state ballot immediately upon receiving it.

If there is not sufficient time to receive, vote and return the ballot on time, the citizen, submits the FWAB.


Using Absentee Voting Materials

The Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot

FWAB SF-186

WARNING:
aly p 9 Standard Form 1854 (Rev. 10-2005)

VOTER'S DECLARATION/AFFIRMATION - FEDERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT (FWAB)

OFFICIAL FEDERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT

Online FWAB SF-186A
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot, or FWAB, serves as the “back-up” or “emergency” ballot. It is also available online and in Appendix G.

Has anyone used one of these before?

Ensure you have sent in FPCA first with updated address.

If the older editions of the FWAB is the only one available to the citizen, ensure that it is completed according to the specific requirements of their state of residency.

If the citizen has not received the state ballot he or she may use the FWAB based on the following three requirements:


Using Absentee Voting Materials

To be eligible for the FWAB, a citizen must:

1.

Be a UOCAVA citizen who is absent from the place of
residence where he or she is otherwise qualified to
vote during the general election

Has applied for a regular ballot, using the FPCA or
other application allowed by state law, the local
election official receives the request at least 30 days
before the election or before the registration/ballot
_re?uest deadline established by the state, whichever
IS later

Not have received the requested regular absentee
ballot from the state

CHAPTER TWO and APPENDIX G


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to vote the FWAB:
The voter must be eligible to vote in the jurisdiction, 

the local election office has received the FPCA at least 30 days before the election or by the state deadline for receipt of the application, and 

the voter must not have received the State absentee ballot.

Ensure family members know about the FWAB!

Remember, Absentee Voting Week (October 12-18, 2008) is an excellent time for VAOs to announce that voters should vote and return their State absentee ballot immediately upon receiving it and that the FWAB may be voted during this week if they have not received their requested State absentee ballot. 



3 false In this could result In criminal sanctions.
Standard Form 165A (Rev. 10-2005)

VOTER'S DECLARATION/AFFIRMATION - FEDERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT (FWAB)

. | AM (Mark aniy ane)
l:‘ AMEMBER OF THE UNIFORMED SERVICES OR MERCHANT MARINE OH ACTIVE DUTY, OR AN ELIGIELE SPOUSE OR DEFENDENT
l:‘ AUS CTEZEN RESIDNG DUTSIDE THE U.S. TEMFORARILY

l:l AUUS CTIZEN RESIDMG DUTSIDE THE LS. INDEFINITELY

1B | ALSC REQUEST VOTER REGISTRATION (where pemmitied &y siate (a) |:|

2. MY INFORMATION

= TVEED O FRONTED NAWE L, Fi, Waae] EOFFI T, | B FREVIOUS NAME (¥ arcicase
Sr, W, efc)

T EEN [G.RAGE | = DATE GFEIRTH T BOCIAL BECURITY NUWBER D STATE DRIVER'S LICENSE OR LD, NOMEER

(MDD YYYY
-

T A OSSR 8 DI

T TELEPRCNE NOWEER (1o DEN romeer,; Mouge at

Ter; Tncloe @ TETal ERRES]

T EVALL ADDRESS

3. MY VOTING RESIDENCE ADDRESS [Raqulmn; (itary, use lagal residence. Overseas Cifizens, use \as lagal residence in U5}
Tar.

= WOWEER AND STREET [Carneibe 8 F O

5 G, TOW OR VILLAGE T COUNTY G ETATE| e DF CODE
4. WHERE TO SEND MY VOTING MATERIALS
T WV CURRERT ADORERS (e [Tis now] IFequired] B WY FORWARDTRS AO0F] =T F5. ooy P O6 et want

our Sa mateD bt et e otk 43,

5.MY POLITICAL PARTY PREFEREJNCE (Cptional, buf may be required by stafes fo

register o voie in IEction,

€. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Designate the perod for wiich you want 1o receive fture batods. Sse instructions. Consulf your stade pages of the Vofing
Assisiance Guide fr ogional iomanon raguested |

7. AFFIRMATION: {anlllrﬂd
| gwear or 3#m, under

perpry, that:
1. 1ama member onﬂs melmea ‘Services or merchant marine on active mly oran eIEII:IE 5poUsS or dependent of such @ member, or 3 U.S.
cltizen temporarily resiging cutside me U_S., or other U.S. citizen residin

2. IamaU.s dizen, atleast 18 [ 3& will B2 by the day of the & cnon] cligitie o vD’E n the ra Ee!d'lllﬂsﬂcnon and

3 IIJravE nlms?;g {x:mlc'ed of a Telony or dther disqualtying offense or been agjudicatzd mentaly Incompstent, or ¥ so. my voting rights have
ean rein:

4. |am not r!gls enng rEqLeinng a baliot, or vating other Jurisgiction In tne U.S._ and

5 My a;gelk:a on for 3 regular absantee Tt w3 mal In imé o be recelved by the local election official 30 days prior o this election, o e

adline, whicheter Is Iater, and

E 1 I‘avE not recalved e reguesiad tallot, and

7. | ungerstand that If my regular absaniee ballot is recelved by the local election official In time to be countad, that baliot will be counted and tis
write-In aliot will b2 voided, and

E. | have voied and sealed his balot In Enva'! and have not allowed any peron 1o observe the marking of tis ballot, except for those authorized
%o 3s6lst volers under state or Federal law and | have not been Infuenced, 3

2. |am a Unfformed Services mEmDer ar SZpanEnt D 13 SheEnt Tam my vmlng]unsnlwon or | am an overseas cnzen dm nave submittzd
this balle? from outside the LS., or my stale has made sﬂenlal pravisicns to sllow me to mall this ballet Inslge the LS.,

10. uy signature and ale t2low irdicase when | sompieiea mens, an

11. The Fformaticn on tis form ks frue and compiete to the best of my knowledge.
| undzrstand that 3 matena misstatemant of fact N compistion of fMis documant may constitute grounds far convistion of perjury.

Signed: Daate: Signea: Date:
Wilnezs/Natary and Address (F requirec) IMMDDY YY)

MBDOTT YY)
The infammalion contained nerei i for oMclal use only. Any UnaLinonz=a reiEasE of s Informatan may be punishabie by law.

FWAB

oter’s Declaration/

Affirmation Completion

Essentially the same

as the FPCA.

www.fvap.gov, Multi Stock FWAB and APPENDIX G


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the same information required on the FPCA.
Currently, the FWAB is prescribed by Federal law for use in general elections for Federal offices only.

Some States have expanded the use of the FWAB by:

Allowing Uniformed Service members and overseas citizens to use the FWAB in elections other than general elections or for offices other than Federal offices
Accepting the FWAB as a simultaneous registration form and voted ballot.

See Chapter 2, VAG,  for instructions for using the FWAB. It is important that citizens be aware of additional instructions provided by their State or territory when completing the FWAB.

States accepting for registration 2-Iowa, Nebraska, for primaries 11, for absentee ballot request and ballot 1-Virginia ______ refer to FVAP website for updates.

Be sure the form is SIGNED, DATED and any witness/notary requirements for BALLOTS listed in State’s section in the Guide are followed (Alabama, Guam, Mississippi, & Puerto Rico).

Embassies and Consulates will provide free notary services for official Federal and State election materials. 
Overseas citizens must have their materials notarized by an individual with regular notarial capabilities.




OFFICIAL FEDERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT
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OFFICIAL FEDERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT

SECURITY ENVELOPE

(ONLY PUT VOTED BALLOT INSIDE THIS ENVELOPE)

FWAB

Ballot Completion

Write in candidate names or
party of choice on the
appropriate line, detach,
fold & insert

www.fvap.gov, Multi Cardstock FWAB and APPENDIX G


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write-in the candidate names or party choice on the appropriate lines. This is where you will vote for your candidates of choice. Spaces are provided for the names of the preferred candidates for President and Vice President, U.S. Senator, and U.S. Representative. 

DO NOT write your name on this piece of the ballot (unless you are voting for yourself). Detach the security envelope, fold the voted write-in ballot, and insert the ballot into the security envelope.

Remove tape and fold to seal the security envelope. Do not write on the security envelope.

Some States have expanded use of this form to State and local offices. If allowed, you may write in the name of that office and the preferred party or candidate in the addendum at the bottom of the ballot. Many States may accept these votes if they are provided. 

Iowa, Maryland, Nebraska, Rhode Island, & West Virginia have expanded use of the form beyond Federal offices. Check Guide for State-specific expanded use.





FROM: o adiross) | || || | U-géioscma%igﬁaid
James Larry Jones X .t
Jlazg.t:nmp_dg_Macsl5DD7 ARy — PAR AVION FWAB
FaHs - +* * I
OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL M al I I n g
™ Chautauqua County Board of Elections Enve'ope
Gerace Office Building
3 North Erie Street g
m S 007 Completion
Citizen’s USA
Name and
Current _ —e
Mailing Address Local Election Official’s
Mailing Address

(ensure you indicate “USA”)

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION IV, WWW.FVAP.GOV, LINK to STATE ELECTION SITE


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Provide the full mailing address for the Local Election Official from the “WHERE TO SEND IT” section of the Guide, Chapter 3 .

Address Mailing Envelope to City, Town, Parish or County Election Official.

Put the return MAILING address (where you currently are living) in the upper left corner - not the address of your voting residence. This will help ensure that your voted FWAB is properly counted.
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OFFICIAL FEDERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT

SECURITY ENVELOPE

(ONLY PUT VOTED BALLOT INSIDE THIS ENVELOPE)

tion In this appioation cowid recult In oriminal sanotions.

K ]
Siandard Form 126

VOTER'S DECLARATION/AFFIRMATION - FEDERAL WRITE-IN 2&BSENTEE BALLOT [FWaB)

A, | AN {dark only onzi

@

FWAB
Completion

Insert sealed Security
Envelope containing (1)
Write-In Ballot

and (2) the Voter’s
Declaration/Affirmation
Into Mailing Envelope.

FROM:
(Wioter name and curment complete military or overseas mailing address)

James Larry Jones

U.S. Postaze Paid
30USC 3406

PAR AVION

MAILING ENVELOPE
International airmail postage is required if not mailed in the
US. Postal System or ABOFPO System, or Diplomatie
Pouch.

OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL - FIRST CLASS MAIL

NO POSTAGE NECESSARY IN THE U.S. MAIL - DMM 703.8.0

Chaut ions
Gerace Office Building

3 North Erie Street

Mayville, PA 06757-1007

USA
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Presentation Notes
Insert the sealed security envelope into the mailing envelope and mail.

Postage for the FWAB is paid if mailed in the U.S. mails. 
Ensure you write “USA” on the bottom of the state address.

If the State ballot is received after the FWAB has been sent, it should be voted and sent in. It gives the voter the opportunity to vote a full ballot.

The FVAP works with the States to extend the ballot receipt deadline for UOCAVA citizens if mailing was delayed. 

Whichever single ballot is received by the State’s deadline will be counted -- If both are received in time -- the State ballot will supersede the FWAB and will most likely be the one ballot that is counted.



Voter Responsibilities

Submit FPCA in timely manner and update address

Follow up with local election official

Check registration status. Many states allow you to check
registration online. (Links available from www.fvap.gov)

Visit and use the state election websites (Links available from
www.fvap.gov)

CHAPTER TWO AND THREE, APPENDIX C


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following States allow you to check registration online: Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, District of Columbia, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland. Michigan, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, _________ check FVAP website for updates.


State Voter Registration Verification Websites

Arizona* Louisiana Puerto Rico
Arkansas Maryland Rhode Island
Colorado Michigan South Carolina
Delaware Nebraska South Dakota
District of Columbia Nevada Utah

Georgia New Mexico Virginia
Indiana New York Washington™
lowa North Carolina West Virginia
Kansas Ohio Wisconsin
Kentucky Pennsylvania

*Also provides online registration
Refer to State Election Sites for specifics


Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may use the State listing on page 23 of the 2008-08 Voting Assistance Guide as a quick way to note this information.

These states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico have web sites where a voter can check their registration status.
Refer to the “State Voter Registration Verification Web sites ”  links from the FVAP website (www.fvap.gov) for specific requirements, instructions and features.

Washington and Arizona: both require their state driver’s license or state identification card for online registration.




Voter Responsibilities

Other Voter Self-Help: Service Voting Assistance Website,
Local Election Official, Legal Advisor, and FVAP website

Follow state instructions accompanying ballot
Promptly vote and return ballot
If the ballot has not been received, vote and send the FWAB

If there are problems - go to VAO

CHAPTER TWO AND THREE, APPENDIX C
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telephone service at 1-B00-438-8683 and from 67 countries using the specific international toll-free numbers listed on the FVAP website,
wirw frap.gov. Questions regarding the abave may alsa be referred to the Director, Federal Vating Assistance Program, Department of
Defense, 1155 Defense Pentagon, email: vote@fvap.ner.gov and on the World Wide Web at www.frap.gov.
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Make news releases and the newsletter

available to citizens you assist.

Request via email: vote@fvap.ncr.gov

Issue Highlights:
Ordering 2008 Voling
Materals 1
Tall Free Phone and Fax
Numbers 2

Watch for Post-Election
Survey Informafion 4

Vating Assistance
Officers

“To Do™ This Month:

page 4) o be added fo
the distribution list

{continued on page 2)

Voting Information News

October 2007 «s Vol. 17, No. 10

A roundup of voting news from the Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP)
v voters, potential voters and those who assist voters.

Ordering Voting Materials

Maintsining an adeguate supply of
woting materials is an essential function
of every \Viofing Assistance Officer
(VAQ).  With the updated Voting
Assistance Guige (VAG) coming out
this fal, it is essential for svery VAC to
know he proper procedure for ordering
new materials, such as the Federal Post
Card  Apolication (FFCA, SF 76
Federal Writsin Absentee  Baliot
{FWAB, SF 138), and the VAG. The
fallowing can be used as & reference for
WAOs to order new and replacement
materials. These materials are also
availabiz online.

Army: There are Form/Publication
numbers for the votng forms. The
FPCA is Standard Form 76. the FWAE
Standard Form 183, the VAG is Misc.
Publication 280-02. motvational paster
is DoD 113, and the 2008 State Primary
Election Dates Poster is Publication
EDPDS. Voting Assistance Officers
{VAOs) are responsible for ensuring
these items are ordersd for their unit
fram the Army Publishing Directorate
The websttz for ordering forms and
publications  is  www.apd army mil
Each Army ordering agency has an
account number and the items are
mailed from the Distributon Cperations
Facility in St Lovis, MO.

Voting materials ordered from the U.S.
Army Europe {USAREUR) Publicafions
Ofice  must be ordered  from:
hitps//aepubs. srmy.millasipublic/aepub
5 mainasp usng the nomenclaturss
above.

MNavy: FPCA (SF 78) Oroer from Navy
Logistcs Library (NLL} Stock #
0508LP0103130 - Unit of Issue: 100HD:

Contact Navy Voting Assistance Officer
at vate@navy.mil for limited quantities.
FWAB (SF 128); Order from NLL Stock
# DEDELP17E2400 - Unit of lssue:
100HD; Contact Nauy Veting Assistance
Officer at  voteg@navymil for imited
quansities.

Vofing Assistance Guide (VAGDS-D8):
Order from NLL Stock numbsr not
available at §ime of publishing Unit of
lssiz EA:  Contact NMavy Voting
Assistance Officer at vots@navy.mil
for limited quantities

Posters:  Contact  NVAOD st
vote@navy.mil. 301-574-6636, ar toll-
free 1-865-527-5872

Training CD: Contact FVAP at
vote@fvapner.gov,  703-585-1584
Tol-free: 1-800-428-2683 or MVAC at
wvota@@navy mil, 901-574-8638, or toll-
frae 1-885-527-5672

Tool Bex CD: Contact MVAO at
vote@navy.mil, 901-574-6638, ar toll-
fres 1-585.327-56872

Air Force: Air Force Voling Assistance
Officers (VAOs) arder vating materials
(FPCA. SF 76; FWAB. 5F 186, VAGDS-
0% DoD 113 and ED08) at:
afpubs.hg.af.mil. VADs may establish
an online account to order the materials
or place their order through an
Organizational Account Represantative
(CAR). OARs ars squadron personnel
{normally in the arderly rsom/CSS) who
order forms and publications. Units are
rot charged for vofing materials

Woting information is available at
www.afcrossroads. com/VoteFund/Vo
te/default.htm

(Continued on page 2)

Share your good ideas! Send your voting assistance program good ideas
and to your Voting Action Officer. Contact information is on page 3.

INTRODUCTION, P. 2-3



Presenter
Presentation Notes
FVAP produces a monthly newsletter, the Voting Information News (VIN). It is available via email, regular mail, or on our website. 
(To Embassy/Consulate VAO or person hosting workshop: Any way we can forward the newsletter to VAOs present here?) 

You may also send an e-mail to the FVAP at the email address Vote@fvap.ncr.gov with the subject “SUBSCRIBE”. 

E-mail is the most convenient way to distribute the VIN, as you can easily forward it to those on your voting mailing lists. The Voting Information News contains helpful items such as a “To Do” list, changes to state laws and election dates, and necessary contact information.

FVAP News Releases notify you of special elections that occur when a vacancy arises in Congress, along with other special issues for UOCAVA voters. They are distributed exclusively via e-mail and are also available online.
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Presentation Notes
The FVAP  produces an Election Dates poster that lists State election dates for each State’s primary and primary runoff elections. 
The poster also tells whether or not there is a U.S. Senate and Gubernatorial election and how many U.S. Representative seats are up for election in each State.
Election dates should be posted in a common area at your company (unit) or organizational meeting area.
The space at the bottom should be used for your contact information so citizens can call you for assistance.
Please visit the FVAP website for updates to the Election Dates poster. 

FVAP also produces motivational posters to encourage U.S. citizens to vote. 
The 1st Place Winner in the Department of Defense (DoD) 2007 Voting Slogan Contest is YNC Karen Bassingthwaite, U.S. Navy, Tampa, Florida.  Her slogan, “Be Smart, Do Your Part. Vote! ”, was selected by an independent panel of judges from thousands of entries that were submitted during the contest.

Tiara Smith submitted the conceptual artwork for the 2008-09 motivational poster 
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Presentation Notes
Appendix I of the Guide lists the primaries By state and by month and is kept up-to-date regularly on the FVAP website.

VAOs should note that any updates to the primary elections dates should be annotated on the Election Dates poster, the first page of the state pages of the Guide, and both pages of Appendix I.


Voting Assistance Officer Workshop

Today you have learned about:

e The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
Voting Act (UOCAVA), the Federal Voting
Assistance Program (FVAP) and You, the Voting
Assistance Officer

e The Absentee Voting Process
e How to Use Absentee Voting Materials

e Additional resources


Presenter
Presentation Notes
You have learned about…


Remember to plan for the voting events!
The July 4th holiday
Armed Forces Voter’s Week (beginning Sunday before Labor Day) is the Big kick-off for the November General Election. 

The Federal Post Card Application should be delivered in hand to all eligible voters by 15 August 2008 - OCONUS

Absentee Voting Week


Voting Assistance Officers

Make a Difference

/*\
D
~

BR)N
Vol

1

Thank You for your Attention

and Congratulations!
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Presentation Notes
Thank you for participating in the Federal Voting Assistance Program Workshop for Voting Assistance Officers.

We hope that you have a better understanding of the basics for assisting others to register and vote by absentee ballot.

Make sure you have completed the sign-in sheet.

____________ VAO will provide you with a certificate of training.

You Really do make a difference!

Thank You for Your Attention and Congratulations!



Federal Voting Assistance Program
Voting Assistance Officer Workshop

Civilian
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