
Federal Voting Assistance Program
Voting Assistance Officer Workshop

Civilian - As of October 8, 2008

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the Federal Voting Assistance Program Workshop for Voting Assistance Officers.As a courtesy, we ask that you please turn off or silence your cell phones and transmitting devices.This is an interactive hands-on training. Please feel free to ask questions at any time during the workshop. We are here to give you the basics for assisting others to register and vote by absentee ballot. We encourage you to let us know what was good and what needs improvements of this training, and if we met your expectationsHow many are new VAOs, seasoned VAOs? You will find new and I hope very useful information that will help you in the performance of your duties as a VAO.



In 2008 - Election of:

13 State Governors

Thousands of local offices & State Referenda

435 U.S. Representatives

35 U.S. Senators

President, Vice President

Voting Assistance Officer Workshop

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You are here because in 2008 the American people will elect:	 President, Vice President	35 U.S. Senators	the entire U.S. House of Representatives	13 State Governors	and thousands of local offices and state referenda.	



Today, you will learn about:

• The Federal Voting Assistance Program

• The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act 
(UOCAVA), The Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) 
and You

• The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

• The Absentee Voting Process 

• How to Use Absentee Voting Materials

• Additional resources

Voting Assistance Officer Workshop

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today we will cover: Basic information about the FVAP, the UOCAVA, your responsibilities as a VAO, the absentee voting process, the citizens responsibilities, how to use absentee voting materials, and resources available to you and the citizen.We will be using the Voting Assistance Guide as our text book for this training. Please use the Notes pages at the end of the Guide for taking notes during this workshop. This slide presentation and the Guide is also available on the VAO Resources CD.The Voting Assistance Guide is the main source of instruction and information on absentee voting for VAOs and is also the primary source of information for citizens covered by the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) The FVAP coordinates with the States on the production of the VAG.  The Federal Government does not hold elections. States each have their own election laws, procedures and deadlines. The VAG encapsulates those laws that relate to absentee voting and breaks it down on a State by State basis. FVAP works with the individual States on the citizens behalf. Every year, we send to each State a series of suggested legislative initiatives to better facilitate absentee voting by citizens from that State.The VAG is also on-line, and is kept updated as changes to laws and requirements are made throughout the year.



Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens

Absentee Voting Act 
(UOCAVA)
42 USC § 1973ff

Director, FVAP Administers the:

For the complete text of 
UOCAVA Go to Appendix A INTRODUCTION, P. 1

The Federal Voting Assistance Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please note that the lower right hand corner of each slide references where in the Guide you will find more information on the topic.In 1986 two separate laws, the Federal Voting Assistance Act of 1955 and the Overseas Citizens Voting Rights Act of 1975 were combined and the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA)  was created. The act was most recently amended by the FY 2004 Defense Authorization Act and the 2002 Help America Vote Act (HAVA).The Introduction of the Guide provides additional information on the Federal Voting Assistance Program.



UOCAVA
& Executive Order 12642 of June 8, 1988

President

Secretary of Defense

Director, FVAP

Senior Service Voting Representative, Chief Voting 
Action Officer, Installation (Embassy/Consulate) 

Voting Assistance Officer, Voting Assistance 
personnel

The UOCAVA, FVAP and You

APPENDIX A, P. 423-7

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Director, Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP), administers the UOCAVA on behalf of the Secretary of DefenseUOCAVA requires each federal department and agency with personnel covered by the Act to have a voting assistance programThe FVAP biennial Voting Action Plan and Department of Defense Directive 1000.4 establish policy and guidelines for carrying out an effective voting assistance programYour job as a VAO is to help ensure that citizens understand their voting rights and how to register and vote absentee under UOCAVAUOCAVA requires states and territories to allow citizens covered under the Act to register and vote absentee for Federal officesStates and territories have their own laws that allow UOCAVA citizens to vote in state and local elections  



UOCAVA Covers Members of 
the Uniformed Services 

and the Merchant Marine

The UOCAVA, FVAP and You

APPENDIX A, P. 423-7

UOCAVA Covers 
Their Family 

Members

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Act covers members of the Uniformed Services on Active Duty. This includes all the military Services as well as Uniformed Members of the Public Health Service and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Commissioned Corps. The Act also covers members of the U.S. Merchant Marine Corps.Remember that the UOCAVA also covers eligible family members and dependents of members of the active service. 



UOCAVA Covers:

U.S. Citizens Residing Outside the U.S.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Civilians residing outside the U.S. are also covered by the Act. This includes DoD contractors and Federal Employees overseas.Civilians in the United States are not covered by the Act and must vote locally or through separate States rules regarding absentee voting. This includes civilians working for the military in the U.S. - even if they are an assigned VAO.More than Six Million Potential Voters!3.7 Million Overseas Civilians1.4 Million Military1.3 Million Military Dependents of Voting Age0.1 Million Federal Civilian Employees OverseasThe UOCAVA requires states and territories to allow the groups listed above to register and vote absentee in elections for Federal offices.



States With Large UOCAVA Populations

California
Florida
Illinois
Massachusetts
Michigan
New Jersey
New York
Pennsylvania
Texas
Virginia
Washington

UOCAVA FVAP and You:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may use the State listing on page 23 of the 2008-08 Voting Assistance Guide as a quick way to note this information.



The UOCAVA, FVAP and You

INTRODUCTION, P.  1

The Voting Assistance Mission:

• Inform and educate U.S. citizens worldwide of their 
right to vote

• Administer the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) effectively and 
efficiently

• Foster voting participation
• Protect the integrity of, and enhance the electoral 

process at the Federal, state, and local levels. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are examples of how you would inform and educate U.S. citizens? … foster voting participation, … protect the integrity of the process?1) Inform and educate UOCAVA citizens how to vote absentee by presenting training and workshops similar to this workshop, through the VAO Resources CD, newsletters, and news releasesEncourage voter participation through voter registration drives, motivational posters, publications and electronic media.  The FVAP performs a public affairs campaign designed to help get-out-the-vote.3) Help ensure integrity of the process nonpartisan, adherence to the regulations and Public Affairs Guidance.  We help ensure integrity of the process through ballot monitoring, by surveying the thousands of Local Election Officials to make certain that they mail out ballots when they say that they are supposed to.  We work with the U.S. Department of Justice to enforce the Act’s requirements.



Your Voting Assistance Program

The UOCAVA, FVAP and You

CHAPTER ONE, P. 5-6

Secretary of State: Hon. Condoleezza Rice

Assistant Secretary of State for Consular Affairs:
Ambassador Janice Jacobs

YOU – The Voting Assistance Officer

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Overseas Citizens Services: Hon. Michele Bond

Chief Voting Action Officer: Ms. Elizabeth Gracon
Phone: (202) 736-4986

Email: votinginfo@state.gov
Web: http://travel.state.gov/law/info/info_2964.html

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will cover your voting assistance program shortly. This slide depicts where you fit in your Service Voting Assistance Program.Individuals at varying levels are responsible for implementing, managing, and carrying out voting assistance operations  While the military Services have a Flag or General officer as a Senior Service Voting Representative, the Department of State has an Ambassador as a Senior Service Voting Representative.Each service also has a Service Voting Action Officer to assist with distribution of materials and Service specific requirements. CONTACT INFO in Guide, online and in monthly newsletter.U.S. Embassies and consulates have a Voting Assistance Officer to help you and to provide outreach to U.S. citizens and organization overseas with materials and other site-specific needs.Voting Assistance Officer help directly in completing the forms and with state specific requirements detailed in the Voting Assistance Guide.



Your Embassy/Consulate Voting Assistance Officer

Your Chief Voting Action Officer

www.fvap.gov

vote@fvap.ncr.gov

1-800-438-VOTE (8683)

DSN 425–1584 (Military)

Toll-free Telephone Numbers from 67 Countries
Toll-free Fax Numbers from 51 Countries

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

FRONT AND BACK INSIDE COVER

Contact:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you need assistance contact your Embassy/Consulate VAO. If you need further assistance, contact your Service Voting Action Officer. Contact information for your Service Voting Action Officer (SVAO) is available in the Guide and updates provided on the FVAP website, www.fvap.gov.If you cannot obtain support locally, we can assist you with questions pertaining to the Guide, the FPCA, and other absentee ballot questions.You can reach us on-line through our website at www.fvap.gov or email at vote@fvap.ncr.gov. You can also reach us through toll-free telephone numbers from many countries overseas. Refer to the inside cover of the VAG or to our website for the list of these numbers.If citizens have difficulty contacting their local election official or you were not able to help them locally, contact us early in the process – and inform citizens NOT to wait until the week or day before the election to take action. We will communicate with Local Election Officials on their behalf regarding registration status or ballot requests.



Chapter One

CHAPTER ONE, P. 5-12

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will now go to Chapter One. Chapter One is specific to you for running your voting assistance program.  This includes available assistance, materials, sources of information, activities and ideas that you are encouraged to incorporate while executing your VAO duties.Please take time to read this Chapter after this workshop.



Service/DoD Guidance:

• DoD Directive 1000.4, DoD Voting Action Plan 

• Service Voting Action Plan, Service Voting 
Instructions 

• DoD Directive 1344.10: Political Activities by 
Members of the Armed Forces on Active Duty

• The Hatch Act, Title 5 U.S.C. Sec. 7321

LINKS FROM www.fvap.gov

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Federal Voting Assistance Program’s (FVAP) biennial Voting Action Plan and the Department of Defense Directive 1000.4 establish policy and guidelines for carrying out an effective voting assistance program.For guidance you will use your Service Voting Action Plan and Instructions, and the DoD Directives listed here. The Department of Defense Plan details responsibilities, timelines and resources for Executive Branch agencies and internal DoD. Get a copy from the State Department or organization Voting Action OfficerA link to each of these publications is available from the FVAP website at www.fvap.gov.DoD Directive 1344.10: Political Activities by Members of the Armed Forces on Active DutyThe Hatch Act, Title 5 U.S.C. Sec. 7321



Political Activity and the Federal Employee

• U.S. Office of Special Counsel

• The Hatch Act, Title 5 U.S.C. Sec. 7321

• http://www.osc.gov/hatchact.htm 

• Contact: 1-800-85-HATCH 

• E-mail: hatchact@osc.gov

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Hatch Act restricts the political activity of executive branch employees of the Federal Government, the District of Columbia government and certain State and local agencies.  In 1993, Congress passed legislation that substantially amended the Hatch Act, allowing most Federal and D.C. employees to engage in many types of political activity. (These amendments did not change the provisions applying to state and local employees.)With the 1993 amendments, most Federal and D.C. government employees are now permitted to take an active part in political management or in political campaigns. However, some Federal agencies and categories of employees continue to be prohibited from engaging in partisan political activity.Ref: 5 U.S.C. chapter 73, subchapter III, as amended; 5 C.F.R. Part 733; 5 C.F.R. Part 734There are two groups of government agencies regarding Hatch Act limitations, one group is more restricted than the other.  Check the website and your agency’s legal office to see which group you are in before taking part in partisan political activity.REMEMBER: All Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act activities should be NON-PARTISAN in nature.Inquiries about the Hatch Act may be made in writing or by telephone to:Hatch Act Unit, U.S. Office of Special Counsel, 1730 M Street, N.W., Suite 201,Washington, D.C. 20036-4505, Tel: (800) 85-HATCH or (800) 854-2824, (202) 653-7143. Requests for Hatch Act advisory opinions (only) may be made by e-mail to: hatchact@osc.gov 	



How to be an effective VAO
• Let them know who you are

• How to contact you and where you are located

• Distribute absentee voting forms to all:

1. Embassy/Consulate staff (include military personnel)

2. Eligible family members

3. Overseas citizens within the consular district

• Make yourself available to assist

• Continue on-going voting assistance effort

CHAPTER ONE, P. 5 and 7-8

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Include U.S. Military Guards, Attaches, military advisory and assistance group (MAAG) officers… Expand citizen outreach to include civic groups, American Chambers of Commerce, colleges and universities, and similar organizations



What VAOs Need
• 2008-09 Voting Assistance Guide

• Leadership Support

• Letter of Designation

• Voting Assistance Materials

• Internet Access

• To Communicate Voting Information

• Time and Resources

• To Designate an Assistant Voting Assistance Officer

CHAPTER ONE, P. 8-9

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer



Voting Continuity Folder

Partial list of Items:

•Current Voting Assistance Guide
•Absentee voting forms (FPCA, 
FWAB)
•Election Dates calendar
•Good ideas and lessons learned
•Voting Information News
•Voting news releases
•Your voter assistance activities
•VAO Training

CHAPTER ONE, P. 8-9

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Continuity of your program is of utmost importance for you, your assistant, your organization and your successor. Create and maintain a continuity folder for your reference and ensure that your successor understands what he or she is supposed to doListed are some of the materials the continuity folder should include.Information in your continuity binder (hardcopy and/or electronic) should help you plan and execute the voter events such as registration drives (and during special holidays such as July 4), Armed Forces Voters Week from August 31 to September 7, 2008, and Absentee Voting Week from October 12 to October 18, 2008



The FVAP Website: www.fvap.gov 

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FVAP website home page. The FVAP website is a major tool for  voting assistance. Encourage citizens to use the FVAP website, www.fvap.gov. The site is referenced throughout the Guide and especially referenced for your use in Chapter One.The website has been improved for even better access and use for the  UOCAVA citizen. The website also provides electronic access to many of the materials listed in this section. In addition, the site provides election information, access to the online FPCA, and links to state government home pages and other sites with election information and results.The FVAP website provides: All of the FVAP's informational materialsElection informationThe online Voting Assistance GuideThe online Federal Post Card Application (OFPCA)The online Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (OFWAB)Links to state election sites, Federal government sites and overseas U.S. citizen organizationsAdditional information and resources for VAOs



CHAPTER ONE, P. 10

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Overseas Civilian Participation:
1992 – 31%
1996 – 37%
2000 – 37%
2004 – 58%

Federally Employed Overseas Civilians:
1992 – 79%
1996 – 68%
2000 – 65%
2004 – 80%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FVAP conducts a survey after each Presidential election year. The voting participation rate for overseas citizens in 2004 rose to 58% from 37% in 2000, which is a 21 percentage point increase. By comparison, the voting participation rate for the general population in 2004 was 64% according to the U.S. Census Bureau. (EAC says 61%). So you can see that the overseas citizens are now participating at a rate that is fairly comparable to that of the general public. The higher rate of participation and successful voting experiences can be attributed to an effective Department-wide voter information and education program with command support and emphasis on the voting program by each of the Services and the Department of State.How can you help to improve voter participation?Make an extra effort to contact younger citizens (18 - 24 year age- group). This group has statistically shown lower voter participation. Don’t forget shift workers. Include tenant organizations, and clubs and organizations to which family members may belong.



Voter Events:

Overseas Citizens Voters Week 
June 28-July 7, 2008

Armed Forces Voters Week 
August 31-September 7, 2008

Absentee Voting Week 
October 12-18, 2008

CHAPTER ONE, P. 6-7

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overseas Citizens Voters Week is held around the July 4th holiday and is a week for VAOs overseas to remind citizens they should send their FPCA to the Local Election Official. It is also a great opportunity to encourage citizen participation in the democratic process by holding registration drives.Armed Forces Voter’s Week (AFVW beginning Sunday before Labor Day) is the Big kick-off for the November General Election. This week is dedicated to making sure that everybody has an opportunity to request an absentee ballot. FPCAs should be sent in by this time or earlier.  As you well know, It can take mail a great deal of time to go back and forth from continent to continent. The earlier the FPCA is sent in, the higher the probability of the citizen receiving their ballot in time for the election.During AFVW is a good time to reach out to the youth at overseas high schools and universities. Many of these are first time voters and citizens that will be 18 and eligible to vote by election day.The Federal Post Card Application should be delivered in hand to all eligible voters by 15 August 2008 - OCONUSDuring Absentee Voting Week (Columbus Day holiday) voters should vote and return their state absentee ballot immediately upon receiving it. 



Good Ideas & Lessons Learned

CHAPTER ONE, P. 9-10

The Civilian Voting Assistance Officer

Examples - State Department Voting assistance officers : 

• Took their message to American communities around the 
globe.

• Positioned voting information tables at exhibition baseball 
games in Tokyo, visited cyber cafes from Kiev to Seoul, and 
set up voting booths at July 4th celebrations worldwide.  

• Visited schools, hospitals and churches, did radio and TV 
interviews, and scheduled countless town hall meetings 
throughout the year. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you provide absentee voting assistance keep track of good ideas and lessons learned that have proven helpful to you and the citizen and share these with your peers.You will find that there are some things you are doing very well with excellent results that others could use to improve awareness and participation among UOCAVA citizens. Make note of these activities, processes or procedures, and send them to your Service Voting Action Officer.Share Your  good ideas on getting the registration and election information out to your people. Send them up the chain. You are welcome to share your good ideas and lessons learned anytime during the workshop.Guidance for submitting your good ideas and lessons learned are found in Chapter One of the Guide.



Chapter Two

The Absentee Voting Process 

CHAPTER TWO, P. 13-22

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please take time to read this Chapter after this workshop.



Chapter TWO, P. 14

Step 1: Citizen submits a voter registration/absentee 
ballot request form

Step 2: Local Election Official approves the request or 
asks for more information

Step 3: Local Election Official mails the absentee
ballot     

Step 4: Citizen votes and returns the ballot to the Local 
Election Official in time to meet state deadlines

If insufficient time exists to receive, vote and return the 
ballot on time, he/she submits the Federal Write-In 
Absentee Ballot 

OR

The Basic UOCAVA Voting Process

The Absentee Voting Process 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CHAPTER TWOChapter Two describes the absentee voting process. 



Chapter Three: State-by-State Instructions

Using Absentee Voting Materials

CHAPTER THREE, P. 23-446

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chapter Three will be very useful during registration drives. You are welcome to duplicate the state instructions to hand out to individual citizens.Go to your state pages. I will be using Washington as an example.Each State begins with election dates and deadlines.It is important that the citizen note 3 dates to ensure they know how much time they have to submit their FPCA, receive the ballot and return their voted ballot. These dates are:Registration deadlineDate local election offices begin mailing ballots, and Ballot return deadlines.



Section I: Application Instructions for FPCA
Section II: Uniformed Services

CHAPTER THREE, Your State

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The formatting for each State is the same throughout Chapter Three of the Guide.The sample FPCA is on the left page. The shading indicates what is required by the State. Section I on the right page are the specific instructions for completing the FPCA. The citizen should follow these instructions when completing the FPCA. Section II is for Uniformed Service members and their eligible dependents. Careful not to use Section II. 



Section III: Civilians Outside U.S.

CHAPTER THREE, Your State

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Section III is for civilians outside the U.S.



Section IV: Uniformed Services & 
Civilians Outside U.S. - Where To Send It

CHAPTER THREE, Your State

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Section IV contains information for both Uniformed Service members and U.S. citizens overseas.Exhaustive “Where to Send It” Listings are not available for the following States: Maine (ME), Michigan (MI) and Wisconsin (WI) ), however, each state’s election web page has links to the entire listings.  Use the State Election Sites link on the FVAP web site to get to this information.



Step 1: Citizen submits a voter registration/absentee 
ballot request form

Step 2: Local Election Official approves the request or 
asks for more information

Step 3: Local Election Official mails the absentee
ballot     

Step 4: Citizen votes and returns the ballot to the Local 
Election Official in time to meet state deadlines

If insufficient time exists to receive, vote and return the 
ballot on time, he/she submits the Federal Write-In 
Absentee Ballot 

OR

The Basic UOCAVA Voting Process

CHAPTER TWO, P. 15-16,21 and CHAPTER THREE, Your State

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BEFORE WE CONTINUE, LET’S TAKE A BREAK! Please be back in ten minutes based on the time on your watch. Next we will begin the first part of the Absentee Voting Process, which is submitting  the Federal Post Card Application for registering and requesting  the absentee ballot.It would be helpful for the citizen (and you) that the citizen make note and mark their calendar with the deadline for registering in their state. Based on this date and local mailing transit times, the citizen knows approximately how far in advance to send the FPCA.



Federal Post Card Application

FPCA SF-76
(Front)

Cardstock FPCA and APPENDIX F, P. 449

FPCA SF-76
(Back)

FPCA SF-76A
(Online)

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the Federal Post Card application (SF-76 serves as the primary communication between citizen and Local Election Official.The FPCA serves as a simultaneous request for voter registration and request for an absentee ballot.  Some States waive or do not have voter registration.The citizen should send the FPCA in as early as possible.  This allows time for resolution of questions and to ensure that the Local Election Official receives it.In most states and territories, the FPCA serves as a valid request for absentee voter registration and/or absentee ballot request, regardless of whether the sender was registered prior to submitting the FPCAIn all states and territories, one FPCA can be used to request both primary and general election ballots for Federal offices through two regularly scheduled general elections for Federal officeEveryone should send in a new form every year even if they are “permanently” registered.  This reminds the Local Election Official of your absentee voter status and current mailing address.The FPCA Form was revised in 2005. If the older editions of the FPCA is the only one available to the citizen, ensure that it is completed according to the specific requirements of their state of residency.The FPCA is available on-line.  All 50 states, Washington DC, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands accept the on-line version of the form (Guam does not). You may fill out the form on-line, in PDF format, print it, sign in, place it in an envelope and mail it.  You will need to pay for postage if you choose to do this. The official FPCA is printed on cardstock, and that version of the form is postage-free if mailed within the U.S. mail system.Remember that every block is not required to be filled in; you only have to fill in the blocks that are shaded in the guide for your State.



FPCA Completion
Block 1: Register/Request Ballot

Block 6: Additional Information

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I

Using Absentee Voting Materials

X

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Complete the form for yourselves as we go. If you have already registered, pick a different State and pretend you are assisting someone from that State - you will notice how many differences there can be. Check the Guide for State requirements.Submission of this form serves as a request to receive ballots for all Federal elections held through the next two regularly scheduled general elections. If you do not wish to receive ballots for that length of time, you may request a ballot for each election for Federal office held in the next election year OR a ballot for only the next scheduled election for Federal office by noting your choice in Block 6. U.S. Citizen Overseas only: Place an X only in one block. Marking Block 1(c) generally means that you were a resident of that State before departing the U.S. and your intent to return at some time in the future is uncertain. Marking Block 1(c) applies for a Federal ballot only (if one is printed by the state).Illegible handwriting is a problem encountered by Local Election Officials in processing FPCAs. The form should be legibly typed or printed in blue or black ink.



FPCA Completion

Block 2: My Information

Jones Sr
x 198505 7

- 5777 1 45
j j . pdf 57@ha w ks t oot h . com

Jame s
XY1 1 45257 1 77211 25 -

23- 45 -1 14

,, La r ry

- 67 8791 4 523- 451 - 14

Include a fax number
and email address.

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I

Using Absentee Voting Materials

0 1 1- 0 1 1-

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your personal information: name, any previous name you may have used, gender, race, date of birth.The information on race is requested from some States for statistical purposes by the U.S. Department of Justice in their enforcement of the Voting Rights Act and the National Voter Registration Act. Your request for registration will not be rejected by any State if this box is left blank.Some States require all or part of your social security number. Enter State driver's license or other ID number.Most States currently allow the faxing and some States allow emailing of some or all election materials -- check the Guide for specific requirements. Even if the state does not allow faxing or emailing of official materials, the citizen’s fax number and email address may help the local election official get in touch with the individual if there is a problem. Also, information materials or other required communications with the local election official may be electronically transmitted to any State.Be sure to include country & city codes when providing your fax number. The number should be listed as it would be dialed from the United States.



Block 3: My Voting Residence

P A 06757  1 007Mayv i l l e
1 22 Mapl e

S omewher e
Te r r ac e

Use your legal residence
in the U.S.

Provide further description
in Block 6 if necessary.

FPCA Completion

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Your right to vote in your State and determination of your voting precinct depend on the physical location of your residence while you were in the State. Enter the complete legal voting residence address (including county) where you ACTUALLY LIVED in the State or territory. DO NOT USE A POST OFFICE BOX NUMBER. Insert your City, State, County (Parish, Township). In an area with no street names, indicate route name and number and box number. Provide additional information in Block 6 (if necessary) to physically describe your residence location. If you have never lived in the U.S., check the Guide or the FVAP Website for the States that allow you to vote using a parent's voting residence address.This section of the form is crucial.  Local Election Officials use this information to geographically pinpoint your residence to determine which ballot will be sent to you.No or inadequate voting residence, and applying to wrong jurisdiction are problems encountered by Local Election Officials in processing FPCAs.



Voting Residence

• Follow state residency requirements 
• One legal residence – last U.S. address prior to leaving 

U.S.
• A conscious decision
• Spouses can have a different legal residence
• Cannot arbitrarily choose
• Some States permit U.S. citizens who have never lived in 

the U.S. to vote

CHECK WITH LEGAL COUNSEL 
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT LEGAL RESIDENCY!

FPCA Completion

CHAPTER TWO, P. 15-16

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Block 3 is for your legal residence. This section of the form is crucial.  Local Election Officials use this information to geographically pinpoint your residence to determine which ballot you will be sent to you. Do not use a P.O. Box alone -- include description of residence location and use remarks section if needed.There is one legal residence for each U.S. citizen. If, for example, you lived in New York immediately before going overseas, your legal residence is the last address where you lived in New York unless you establish legal residency elsewhere. Even if the house is gone or owned by someone else you can use the address as long as you are outside the U.S. or until you change your legal residence. You must make a conscious decision to change residency; it cannot be done accidentally. There must be certain specific actions which may be interpreted as conscious decisions, e.g., registering to vote, registering a car, qualifying for in-state tuition, etc.Residence remains the same, even though you have no connection to addressThe FVAP website provides some guidance. Responsibilities for legal residence may differ from State-to-State (taxes, etc.), and voters should know the ramifications before changing voting residence. Most States require a minimum of a physical presence in the State and the intent to remain or return to that State.CHECK WITH YOUR LEGAL COUNSEL IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT LEGAL RESIDENCY.



Enfranchise Citizens Who Have Never Resided in U.S.:

Nebraska
New York
North Dakota
Oklahoma
Rhode Island
Tennessee
West Virginia
Wisconsin

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Arizona
Colorado
Delaware
Georgia
Hawaii
Iowa
Massachusetts
Michigan

Refer to State by State Instructions for specifics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may use the State listing on page 23 of the 2008-08 Voting Assistance Guide as a quick way to note this information.Additional notes on Residence:Each voter must have a legal residence address in a state or territory to vote in U.S. electionsFinal determinations on issues of voting residence are made by the local election officialsVoters should provide as much information as possible on the FPCA  to help ensure successful registration and ballot requestA citizen outside the United States (not affiliated with the Uniformed Services) can vote in the state or territory where he or she last resided immediately prior to departing the United States even if many years have elapsed, and the voter maintains no residence in the state or territory, and the voter’s intent to return to that state or territory may not be certain



Block 4: Where To Send My Voting Materials

Remember to notify your
local election official of all 

address changes!

FPCA Completion

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I

Using Absentee Voting Materials

c/ o Ov e rs eas   I ndu s tries.1 C hamp d e Mars
James La r r y Jone s James La r r y Jon es

Fra nce
75007  Pa r i s 44 W. 95 t h  S t re et

New  Yor k   NY  00 1 23 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Be sure to NOTIFY YOUR LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIAL of all address changes.Local Election Officials ask us to say this because absentee balloting material is generally NOT FORWARDABLE.Many absentee ballots are returned to Local Election Officials because of out-of-date mailing addresses.This form should be resubmitted every time you change your mailing address.



Block 4: How I Want to Receive My Ballot 

FPCA Completion

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I

Using Absentee Voting Materials

c/ o Ov e rs eas   I ndu s tries.1 C hamp d e Mars
James La r r y Jone s James La r r y Jon es

Fra nce
75007  Pa r i s 44 W. 95 t h  S t re et

New  Yor k   NY  00 1 23 
x

Check Chapter 3 for
State alternatives for
receiving the ballot!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Block 4. WHERE TO SEND MY VOTING MATERIALS. Block 4a is the complete mailing address where you are now living. If you have an alternate address or an address of a mail forwarding service that delivers your mail more quickly, enter that address in Block 4b. Be sure that the address is: Legible, Complete, and Up-to-Date to ensure that you receive your ballot.Providing inadequate mailing address is a problem encountered by Local Election Officials in processing FPCAs.If your State allows absentee ballots to be sent via e-mail or fax, check the appropriate box in Block 4c. See Chapter 3 of the Voting Assistance Guide. If a State allows electronic transmission of official election materials, it may allow the citizen to:1. send the FPCA for registration and/or absentee ballot request by fax or email,2. receive the blank absentee ballot by fax or email,3. return the voted absentee ballot by fax or email,4. perform any combination of 1, 2 and 3 above.



Block 5: My Political Party Preference

Abcdef Par t y

Required by most
States to vote in the

primaries.

FPCA Completion

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Block 5. MY POLITICAL PARTY PREFERENCE. This is an optional entry, however, this information is required by most States in order to vote in primary elections. Consult the Voting Assistance Guide, Chapter 3, for any specific State information required.



I am outside the territorial limits of the U.S. I request a special write-in 
absentee ballot.

Last date lived in Mayville: Feb. 2002.

Block 6: Additional 
Information

Provide additional information
that may assist Local Election Official

in approving this application.

Some states provide a State 
Special Write-in Ballot (text for 

Nebraska).

FPCA Completion

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Block 6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. List a name and telephone number of a local contact in the event the Local Election Official cannot contact you and has a question concerning the application.If you were previously registered to vote in a jurisdiction other than the one in which you are applying, indicate "previously registered in (location).“Submission of this form serves as a request to receive ballots for all Federal elections held through the next two regularly scheduled general elections. If you do not wish to receive ballots for that length of time, you may request a ballot for each election for Federal office held in the next election year OR a ballot for only the next scheduled election for Federal office by noting your choice in Block 6. (Depending on your state of residence, you may also receive ballots for State and local offices during the selected period as well.)(4) If your State provides a special state write-in ballot and you are requesting one, indicate the reason you are requesting a special write-in ballot.



Block 7: Affirmation

James L. Jones 0 8 0 7 2 0 0 6

Applicant must read, sign
(in presence of notary if 

required) and date.

FPCA Completion

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION I

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You MUST sign your application. If you do not sign the application, your application can not be approved.In some States the citizen is signing an oath. For example: Florida citizens must read the oath in the Guide before signing the FPCA for registration. Applicants should be aware that when they sign their FPCA, they are verifying the information under the penalty of perjury. Area for the witness and notary address. Check the Guide for State requirements to see if a witness or notary is required on the FPCA or State registration forms. (Examples: American Samoa & Puerto Rico).Also check witness or notary requirements for returning completed State ballot for the citizen so they will know what to expect when ballot arrives. (Alabama, Guam, Mississippi, & Puerto Rico – check FVAP website for updates).Embassies and Consulates will provide free notary services for official Federal and State election materials. Overseas citizens must have their materials notarized by an individual with regular notarial capabilities.



Local Election
Official Mailing

Address
(flip-side)

See “Where To Send It” 
section IV of Chapter 3.

FPCA Completion

WWW.FVAP.GOV, LINK to STATE ELECTION SITE 

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
See Section IV, Where to Send It,  of state pages in Chapter 3, Voting Assistance Guide.



Local Election Official’s 
Mailing Address

(ensure you indicate “USA”)

Citizen’s
Name and Current

Mailing Address

FPCA 
Completion

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION IV

1 Champ de Mars 75007
James Larry Jones

Paris
France

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Gerace Office Building
3 North Erie Street
Mayville, PA  06757-1007
USA

Chautauqua County Board of Elections

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FPCA Instructions and Local Election Official Mailing Address are on the flip-side of the form. At the top, put the return mailing address here - NOT the address of your legal residence. Address FPCA to correct local election official as indicated in the citizen's State of residence in Chapter 3.You may want to have the post office HANDSTAMP the postmark with the date.Remember some States may not have all their Local Election Official’s addresses in the Guide. You can check State web site listed in the Guide or call FVAP to access that information.Once the FPCA is received by the local election official, they will process the form and send the ballot to the mailing address provided as long as the citizen meets the state residency requirements and the return card was fully completed.Instructions for completing the ballot will be included with the ballot.The FPCA is postage-free in the U.S. mails. This includes the Military Postal Service and Embassy/Consulate pouches.If the citizen is in a foreign country and not close to a U.S. military installation or Embassy or Consulate they must affix the appropriate local postage for the FPCA to get to its destination in the United States.



Electronic Transmission Service

Check Chapter 3 for State 
Faxing/Emailing Rules

and Appendix B for Instructions 
and Cover Sheet

DSN plus toll-free fax numbers from 51 countries.

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Citizen Election 
Official

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FVAP provides a faxing service that allows the citizens to fax in or receive their absentee balloting materials. The faxing service was initially established during Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm because of the proximity of deployment to that year’s elections. FVAP worked with all of the States to accept faxing of the FPCA and of the completed ballot for the 1990 election. Faxing stations were set up on-site which enabled Uniformed Services to complete the entire absentee voting process in a number of hours. Now, 50 States and Territories allow some part of the process by fax, either the FPCA, blank ballot or voted ballot. More states are also allowing emailing of the FPCA and the blank ballot.VAOs should not bundle or send multiple FPCAs by fax. Each transmission must have a cover sheet for each citizen’s FPCA or ballot. This ensures that the local election officials know to look for each completed form.See Appendix B of the Guide for additional instructions and a fax Cover sheet. You may duplicate the cover sheet for use by the citizens you assist.Ensure that the citizens enter their local election official correctly on the Cover Sheet so their materials can be directed to the appropriate location.Citizens should use the FVAP fax numbers to provide toll-free access and an audit trail of their registration request and completed ballot.Because of the nature of the process, citizens using the faxing service must waive their right to secrecy. When assisting a citizen, let them do the faxing wherever possible -- if you have to fax for them, do not reveal the contents of their ballot.Have the citizens mail the originals after faxing or emailing.



Using Absentee Voting Materials

Allow blank ballot delivery by e-mail
Colorado (active duty overseas, also 

voted ballot)

Delaware
Florida
Illinois (Chicago/Cook County)

Indiana (through ETS, also voted ballot)

Iowa (also voted ballot if designated 
Imminent Danger area)

Kansas (also voted ballot)

Maryland
Minnesota
Mississippi (active duty overseas, also 

voted ballot)

Montana (certain counties, also voted 
ballot)

New Jersey (also voted ballot)

New Mexico (also voted ballot)

North Dakota (also voted ballot)

Oregon
South Carolina (also voted ballot)

Vermont
Virginia (overseas voters)

Washington
West Virginia (certain counties, 

also voted ballot)

Wisconsin

Note: Missouri allows voted ballot by 
email for 2008.
Refer to State by State Instructions for 
specifics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may use the State listing on page 23 of the 2008-08 Voting Assistance Guide as a quick way to note this information.These States & jurisdictions currently allow blank ballot delivery by e-mail.Some states allow emailing of blank ballot for military on active duty overseas only.Some state only allow emailing for overseas military and civilians overseas (not military stateside). In some states only certain counties are allowed emailing the ballot. Some sates allow emailing of the voted ballot. Refer to State by State Instructions (Chapter Three) in the Voting Assistance Guide for specifics.



Step 1: Citizen submits a voter registration/absentee 
ballot request form

Step 2: Local Election Official approves the request or 
asks for more information

Step 3: Local Election Official mails the absentee
ballot     

Step 4: Citizen votes and returns the ballot to the Local 
Election Official in time to meet state deadlines

If insufficient time exists to receive, vote and return the 
ballot on time, he/she submits the Federal Write-In 
Absentee Ballot 

OR

The Basic UOCAVA Voting Process

CHAPTER THREE, Your State

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The citizen has finished the first  step of the absentee voting process. Next the local election official processes the FPCA and may ask for more information from the citizen. On the 3rd step the local election office mails the absentee ballot. It would be helpful for the citizen (and you) that the citizen mark the day their state mails the ballots. This date and based on local mailing transit times, the citizen knows approximately when to expect the ballot.



Top Reasons FPCAs
Cannot Be Processed

• Inadequate or No Legal Voting Residence Address
• Inadequate or Illegible Current Mailing Address
• Illegible Writing
• Applied to Wrong Jurisdiction
• Failure to Indicate Party Preference
• No Signature
• Received Too Late
• Form Not Completed
• Mailing Envelope Lacks Proper Postage

CHAPTER TWO, P. 16-17

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The top reasons that FPCAs cannot be processed include: (Source: FVAP 2004 Post-Election Survey)Inadequate or No Legal Voting Residence Address: The local election official cannot process your application without knowing which ballot you are supposed to be sent.Inadequate or Illegible Current Mailing Address: The local election official cannot send you a ballot if your current mailing address is impossible to decipher.Illegible WritingApplied to Wrong JurisdictionFailure to Indicate Party Preference: This generally is only for party primary.No SignatureReceived Too Late: Remember mail transit time -- even if the State ballot request deadline is not until just before the election, the local election official still has to send the ballot and the citizen has to return it in time to meet the State ballot return deadline. Send in the form as early as possible to allow time for problem resolution.Form in General Not CompletedMailing Envelope Lacks Proper PostageRemember to update your address with your local election official , send in the form as early as possible to allow time for problem resolution, and mail transit time -- even if the State ballot request deadline is not until just before the election, the local election official still has to send the ballot and the citizen has to return it in time to meet the State ballot return deadline.



Step 1: Citizen submits a voter registration/absentee 
ballot request form

Step 2: Local Election Official approves the request or 
asks for more information

Step 3: Local Election Official mails the absentee
ballot     

Step 4: Citizen votes and returns the ballot to the Local 
Election Official in time to meet state deadlines

If insufficient time exists to receive, vote and return the 
ballot on time, he/she submits the Federal Write-In 
Absentee Ballot 

OR

The Basic UOCAVA Voting Process

CHAPTER TWO, P. 17-19, 22 CHAPTER THREE, Your State

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The citizen has completed the first three steps of the absentee voting process. FVAP highly recommends that the citizen vote and return the state ballot immediately upon receiving it.If there is not sufficient time to receive, vote and return the ballot on time, the citizen, submits the FWAB.



The Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot

www.fvap.gov, Multi Cardstock FWAB and APPENDIX G

Online FWAB SF-186A

Using Absentee Voting Materials

FWAB SF-186

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot, or FWAB, serves as the “back-up” or “emergency” ballot. It is also available online and in Appendix G.Has anyone used one of these before?Ensure you have sent in FPCA first with updated address.If the older editions of the FWAB is the only one available to the citizen, ensure that it is completed according to the specific requirements of their state of residency.If the citizen has not received the state ballot he or she may use the FWAB based on the following three requirements:



1. Be a UOCAVA citizen who is absent from the place of 
residence where he or she is otherwise qualified to 
vote during the general election

2. Has applied for a regular ballot, using the FPCA or 
other application allowed by state law, the local 
election official receives the request at least 30 days 
before the election or before the registration/ballot 
request deadline established by the state, whichever 
is later

3. Not have received the requested regular absentee 
ballot from the state

To be eligible for the FWAB, a citizen must:

CHAPTER TWO and APPENDIX G

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order to vote the FWAB:The voter must be eligible to vote in the jurisdiction, the local election office has received the FPCA at least 30 days before the election or by the state deadline for receipt of the application, and the voter must not have received the State absentee ballot.Ensure family members know about the FWAB!Remember, Absentee Voting Week (October 12-18, 2008) is an excellent time for VAOs to announce that voters should vote and return their State absentee ballot immediately upon receiving it and that the FWAB may be voted during this week if they have not received their requested State absentee ballot. 



FWAB

Voter’s Declaration/
Affirmation Completion

Essentially the same
as the FPCA.

www.fvap.gov, Multi Stock FWAB and APPENDIX G

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the same information required on the FPCA.Currently, the FWAB is prescribed by Federal law for use in general elections for Federal offices only.Some States have expanded the use of the FWAB by:Allowing Uniformed Service members and overseas citizens to use the FWAB in elections other than general elections or for offices other than Federal officesAccepting the FWAB as a simultaneous registration form and voted ballot.See Chapter 2, VAG,  for instructions for using the FWAB. It is important that citizens be aware of additional instructions provided by their State or territory when completing the FWAB.States accepting for registration 2-Iowa, Nebraska, for primaries 11, for absentee ballot request and ballot 1-Virginia ______ refer to FVAP website for updates.Be sure the form is SIGNED, DATED and any witness/notary requirements for BALLOTS listed in State’s section in the Guide are followed (Alabama, Guam, Mississippi, & Puerto Rico).Embassies and Consulates will provide free notary services for official Federal and State election materials. Overseas citizens must have their materials notarized by an individual with regular notarial capabilities.



Write in candidate names or 
party of choice on the 

appropriate line, detach, 
fold & insert

President/Vice President
U.S. Senator

U.S. Representative

State Governor

FWAB

www.fvap.gov, Multi Cardstock FWAB and APPENDIX G

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Ballot Completion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write-in the candidate names or party choice on the appropriate lines. This is where you will vote for your candidates of choice. Spaces are provided for the names of the preferred candidates for President and Vice President, U.S. Senator, and U.S. Representative. DO NOT write your name on this piece of the ballot (unless you are voting for yourself). Detach the security envelope, fold the voted write-in ballot, and insert the ballot into the security envelope.Remove tape and fold to seal the security envelope. Do not write on the security envelope.Some States have expanded use of this form to State and local offices. If allowed, you may write in the name of that office and the preferred party or candidate in the addendum at the bottom of the ballot. Many States may accept these votes if they are provided. Iowa, Maryland, Nebraska, Rhode Island, & West Virginia have expanded use of the form beyond Federal offices. Check Guide for State-specific expanded use.



Chautauqua County Board of Elections
Gerace Office Building
3 North Erie Street
Mayville, NY  14757-1007

Citizen’s
Name and 
Current

Mailing Address

FWAB

CHAPTER THREE, SECTION IV, WWW.FVAP.GOV, LINK to STATE ELECTION SITE

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Mailing
Envelope

Completion
Gerace Office Building
3 North Erie Street
Mayville, PA  06757-1007
USA

Chautauqua County Board of Elections

1 Champ de Mars 75007
James Larry Jones

Paris
France

Local Election Official’s 
Mailing Address

(ensure you indicate “USA”)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Provide the full mailing address for the Local Election Official from the “WHERE TO SEND IT” section of the Guide, Chapter 3 .Address Mailing Envelope to City, Town, Parish or County Election Official.Put the return MAILING address (where you currently are living) in the upper left corner - not the address of your voting residence. This will help ensure that your voted FWAB is properly counted.



Insert sealed Security 
Envelope containing (1) 
Write-In Ballot 
and (2) the Voter’s 
Declaration/Affirmation 
into Mailing Envelope.

1

2

FWAB 
Completion

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Gerace Office Building
3 North Erie Street
Mayville, PA  06757-1007
USA

Chautauqua County Board of Elections

James Larry Jones
1 Champ de Mars 75007 
Paris
France

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Insert the sealed security envelope into the mailing envelope and mail.Postage for the FWAB is paid if mailed in the U.S. mails. Ensure you write “USA” on the bottom of the state address.If the State ballot is received after the FWAB has been sent, it should be voted and sent in. It gives the voter the opportunity to vote a full ballot.The FVAP works with the States to extend the ballot receipt deadline for UOCAVA citizens if mailing was delayed. Whichever single ballot is received by the State’s deadline will be counted -- If both are received in time -- the State ballot will supersede the FWAB and will most likely be the one ballot that is counted.



Voter Responsibilities

• Submit FPCA in timely manner and update address

• Follow up with local election official

• Check registration status. Many states allow you to check 
registration online. (Links available from www.fvap.gov) 

• Visit and use the state election websites (Links available from 
www.fvap.gov)

CHAPTER TWO AND THREE, APPENDIX C

Using Absentee Voting Materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The following States allow you to check registration online: Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, District of Columbia, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland. Michigan, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, _________ check FVAP website for updates.



State Voter Registration Verification Websites
Arizona*
Arkansas
Colorado
Delaware
District of Columbia
Georgia
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky

Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Utah
Virginia
Washington*
West Virginia
Wisconsin

Louisiana
Maryland
Michigan
Nebraska
Nevada
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
Ohio
Pennsylvania

Using Absentee Voting Materials

*Also provides online registration 
Refer to State Election Sites for specifics

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may use the State listing on page 23 of the 2008-08 Voting Assistance Guide as a quick way to note this information.These states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico have web sites where a voter can check their registration status.Refer to the “State Voter Registration Verification Web sites ”  links from the FVAP website (www.fvap.gov) for specific requirements, instructions and features.Washington and Arizona: both require their state driver’s license or state identification card for online registration.



Voter Responsibilities

• Other Voter Self-Help: Service Voting Assistance Website, 
Local Election Official, Legal Advisor, and FVAP website

• Follow state instructions accompanying ballot 

• Promptly vote and return ballot

• If the ballot has not been received, vote and send the FWAB

• If there are problems - go to VAO

CHAPTER TWO AND THREE, APPENDIX C

Using Absentee Voting Materials



Additional Resources

Make news releases and the newsletter 
available to citizens you assist.

Request via email: vote@fvap.ncr.gov
INTRODUCTION, P. 2-3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FVAP produces a monthly newsletter, the Voting Information News (VIN). It is available via email, regular mail, or on our website. (To Embassy/Consulate VAO or person hosting workshop: Any way we can forward the newsletter to VAOs present here?) You may also send an e-mail to the FVAP at the email address Vote@fvap.ncr.gov with the subject “SUBSCRIBE”. E-mail is the most convenient way to distribute the VIN, as you can easily forward it to those on your voting mailing lists. The Voting Information News contains helpful items such as a “To Do” list, changes to state laws and election dates, and necessary contact information.FVAP News Releases notify you of special elections that occur when a vacancy arises in Congress, along with other special issues for UOCAVA voters. They are distributed exclusively via e-mail and are also available online.



Features 2007
Slogan Contest Winner

Additional Resources

INTRODUCTION, P. 2-3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FVAP  produces an Election Dates poster that lists State election dates for each State’s primary and primary runoff elections. The poster also tells whether or not there is a U.S. Senate and Gubernatorial election and how many U.S. Representative seats are up for election in each State.Election dates should be posted in a common area at your company (unit) or organizational meeting area.The space at the bottom should be used for your contact information so citizens can call you for assistance.Please visit the FVAP website for updates to the Election Dates poster. FVAP also produces motivational posters to encourage U.S. citizens to vote. The 1st Place Winner in the Department of Defense (DoD) 2007 Voting Slogan Contest is YNC Karen Bassingthwaite, U.S. Navy, Tampa, Florida.  Her slogan, “Be Smart, Do Your Part. Vote! ”, was selected by an independent panel of judges from thousands of entries that were submitted during the contest.Tiara Smith submitted the conceptual artwork for the 2008-09 motivational poster 



Additional Resources

•Appendix D (Frequently 
Asked Questions –
Overseas Citizens)

•Appendix E (U.S. 
Embassy and Consulate 
Email Addresses)

•Appendix H (Ordering 
Voting Materials)

•Appendix I (Primary 
Election by State/by 
Month)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Appendix I of the Guide lists the primaries By state and by month and is kept up-to-date regularly on the FVAP website.VAOs should note that any updates to the primary elections dates should be annotated on the Election Dates poster, the first page of the state pages of the Guide, and both pages of Appendix I.



Today you have learned about:

Voting Assistance Officer Workshop

• The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act (UOCAVA), the Federal Voting 
Assistance Program (FVAP) and You, the Voting 
Assistance Officer

• The Absentee Voting Process 

• How to Use Absentee Voting Materials

• Additional resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You have learned about…Remember to plan for the voting events!The July 4th holidayArmed Forces Voter’s Week (beginning Sunday before Labor Day) is the Big kick-off for the November General Election. The Federal Post Card Application should be delivered in hand to all eligible voters by 15 August 2008 - OCONUSAbsentee Voting Week



Voting Assistance Officers 
Make a Difference

Thank You for your Attention 

and Congratulations!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for participating in the Federal Voting Assistance Program Workshop for Voting Assistance Officers.We hope that you have a better understanding of the basics for assisting others to register and vote by absentee ballot.Make sure you have completed the sign-in sheet.____________ VAO will provide you with a certificate of training.You Really do make a difference!Thank You for Your Attention and Congratulations!



Federal Voting Assistance Program
Voting Assistance Officer Workshop

Civilian

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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