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435 U.S. Representatives

34 U.S. Senators

In 2004 - Election of:

State
Referenda13 State Governors &

U.S. President/Vice President
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Uniformed and
Overseas Citizens

Absentee Voting Act 
(UOCAVA)

42 USC § 1973ff

FVAP Administers the:
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UOCAVA
& Executive Order 12642 of June 8, 1988

PRESIDENT

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

DIRECTOR, FEDERAL VOTING 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
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FVAP Mission is to:

1. Inform and Educate U.S. Citizens
Worldwide of the Right to Vote

2.   Foster Voting Participation

3. Protect the Integrity of, and 
Enhance, the Electoral Process
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Members of the U.S. Uniformed Services

UOCAVA Covers:
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Members of the U.S. Merchant Marine

UOCAVA Covers:
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Family Members of all the Above

UOCAVA Covers:
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U.S. Citizens Residing Outside the U.S.

UOCAVA Covers:
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3.7 Million Overseas Civilians

1.8   Million Military

1.3   Million Military Dependents of Voting Age

.1   Million Federal Civilian Employees Overseas

More than Six Million Potential Voters!

UOCAVA Covers:
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Military Voting Participation

All Services 1992 – 67%
All Services 1996 – 64%
All Services 2000 – 69%

Army 2000 – 65%
Navy 2000 – 68%
Air Force 2000 – 76%
Marine Corps 2000 – 62%
Coast Guard 2000 – 71%
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General Richard B. Myers
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
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DoD Directive 1000.4
Federal Voting Assistance Program

(http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/corres/html/10004.htm)

Requirements: 
• Provide FPCAs:

15 January – in-hand every year to all unit 
members and their family members

15 August – even-numbered years outside U.S.
15 September – even-numbered years inside U.S.

• Attend training session or complete on-line/CD-ROM 
certification

• Voting Assistance Officer duties included on 
performance evaluation

• Service Voting Action Officer:
Assists in obtaining forms & materials
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2004-05 Voting Action Plan

• Department of Defense Plan details responsibilities, 
timelines and resources for DoD and other 
Executive Branch agencies

• Each Service and DoD Agency has an internal 
Voting Action Plan

• Get a copy from your
Service Voting Action Officer

• Based on requirements of
DoD Directive 1000.4

Voting 
Action 
Plan
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Armed Forces Voters’ Week

September 3 - 11, 2004
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Political Activity

• DoD Directive 1344.10 -
Political Activities by Members of the
Armed Forces on Active Duty
(http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/corres/html/
134410.htm)

• OASD Public Affairs Policy Guidance Concerning
Political Campaigns and Elections 2004-05
(http://www.defenselink.mil/dodgc/defense_ethics/)
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www.fvap.gov
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oting Assistance Guide
Introduction / Chapter 1
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oting Assistance Guide
Chapter 2: Voting Assistance Officer Instructions
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oting Assistance Guide
Chapter 3: State-By-State Instructions
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oting Assistance Guide
Chapter 3: Uniformed Services
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oting Assistance Guide
Chapter 3: Where To Send It
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oting Assistance Guide
Chapter 3: Sticker Page
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oting Assistance Guide
Appendices
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Federal Post Card Application
(FPCA, SF-76)
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State, County, City, Parish or 
Township

Louisiana Baton Rouge East Baton Rouge

FPCA Completion



29

Item 1: Applicant Information

Jones, James Larry M B

02-14-70 111-22-3333 444-5555-66

FPCA Completion
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Item 2: I Last Voted or
Place of Last Registration

2002 New Orleans Parish LA 96-12345

FPCA Completion
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Item 3: Voting Residence

Box 42, RR#5, One mile west of Route 23

Baton Rouge LA
East Baton Rouge 70809-0042

06-04-97

FPCA Completion
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Item 4: Mail Absentee Ballot To:

James Larry Jones

USS FVAP
FPO AE 54321

FPCA Completion
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James Larry Jones

USS FVAP
FPO AE 54321

Item 4: Mail Absentee Ballot To:

Remember to notify
your LEO of

all address changes!

FPCA Completion
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Item 5: Your Fax Number

011-12-34-345-6789

FPCA Completion
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Electronic Transmission Service

Check Chapter 3 of the
Voting Assistance Guide

for State Faxing Rules

Local 
Election 
Official

FAX

DSN & toll-free fax numbers from 51 countries
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Item 6: Political Party Affiliation

Republican

FPCA Completion
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Item 7: Remarks

My mother’s Local Phone number - (225) 123-4567 Martha Jones
My e-mail address jljones@ussfvap.mil
Also known as (or maiden name)

FPCA Completion
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Item 8: Affirmation by Applicant

X

James L. Jones 08-07-2004

FPCA Completion
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Item 9: Witness / Notary 
Address and Signature

FPCA Completion
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Local
Election
Official
Mailing
Address

(flip-side)

FPCA Completion
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James Larry Jones
USS FVAP
FPO AE 54321

Registrar of Voters
East Baton Rouge Parish
222 St. Louis #201
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5860

Citizen’s
Name and 
Current
Mailing 
Address

FPCA Completion

Local Election
Official’s 

Mailing Address
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Small
Return

Postcard
(above registration)

Registrar of Voters
East Baton Rouge Parish
222 St. Louis #201
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5860

James Larry Jones
USS FVAP
FPO AE 54321

FPCA Completion

Local
Election
Official’s
Address

Citizen’s Name 
and Current

Mailing Address
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On-Line FPCA
SF-76A
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Top Reasons FPCAs
Cannot Be Processed:

• Inadequate or No Legal Voting Residence Address
• Inadequate or Illegible Current Mailing Address
• Illegible Writing
• Applied to Wrong Jurisdiction
• Failure to Indicate Party Preference
• No Signature
• Received Too Late
• Form Not Completed
• Mailing Envelope Lacks Proper Postage
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The Federal
Write-In
Absentee

Ballot
(FWAB, SF–186)
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1. Voter’s request for a 
regular state absentee 

ballot must be received 
by the local election 

official at least 30 days 
prior to the general 

election.

2004

Send
In 

FPCA

September

FWAB Usage Requirements
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2. Voter must meet all regular 
requirements for voting in his/her state of 
legal voting residence and

have not yet received the regular state 
absentee ballot.

FWAB Usage Requirements
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3. Voter must be 
overseas and have a 

foreign mailing 
address, or 
APO/FPO 
postmark.

FWAB Usage Requirements
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Voter’s Declaration/Affirmation

Jones James L. M
444-55555-66

Box 42, RR#5, 1 Mile W. of Rte. 23 Baton Rouge
East Baton Rouge LA70809-0042 04-06-97
USS FVAP

James L. Jones 08-07-04

Louisiana Baton Rouge East Baton Rouge

FPO AE 54321

FWAB Completion
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Write in 
candidate 
names or

party of choice 
on the 

appropriate line,
detach & fold

President/Vice President
U.S. Senator(s)

U.S. Representative

State Governor

FWAB Completion
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Remove tape 
and fold to 

seal Security 
Envelope

Insert Write-In 
Ballot into 
Security 
Envelope

FWAB Completion
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Address Mailing Envelope to
City, Town, Parish or County Election Official

James Larry Jones
USS FVAP
FPO AE 54321

Registrar of Voters
East Baton Rouge Parish
222 St. Louis #201
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5860

FWAB Completion
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James Larry Jones
USS FVAP
FPO AE 54321

Registrar of Voters
East Baton Rouge Parish
222 St. Louis #201
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5860

Insert sealed Security Envelope containing 
Write-In Ballot into Mailing Envelope

FWAB Completion



54

DoD Voting Information Center

FVAP

• Election Dates

• Candidate Recordings

• Incumbent Recordings

• Transfer to SVAO,
State Election Officials,
Incumbent Members of
Congress and
State Governors
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www.fvap.gov/comm/communicating.html
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www.fvap.gov 

vote@fvap.ncr.gov

1 - 800 - 438 - VOTE (8683)

DSN 425 – 1584 (Military)

Toll-free Telephone Numbers from 64 Countries

Toll-free Fax Numbers from 51 Countries

Ombudsman Service
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Voting News Releases & 
Voting Information News

Request via email: vote@fvap.ncr.gov
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Frequently
Asked

Questions
About

UOCAVA
Absentee

Voting

Revised Jul 2004
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2004
Election 

Dates
Poster
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2004 Motivational Posters

Features the 2003 Slogan Contest Winner
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2004 Motivational Posters
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Any to
share now?

http://www.fvap.gov/vao/bestpractices.html

Best Practices & Lessons Learned
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Voting Information
Continuity Folder

Voting
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2004 Post-Election Survey
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U.S. Embassy and 
Consulate Support

United States Department of State
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Working with Other Governments
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Things to Remember

Stock FPCA and FWAB forms

Provide FPCAs by:
15 January 2004 in-hand to all
15 August 2004 (OCONUS)
15 September 2004 (CONUS)

Armed Forces Voters’ Week     
September 3-11, 2004
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Voting Assistance Officers 
Make a Difference

Assist with Registration

Encourage Voting

Circulate Forms, Materials
and Information

Visit www.fvap.gov often

Remember to Notify
Local Election Officials of All 

Address Changes!
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Voting Assistance Officers 
Make a Difference

Thank You for your Attention and 
Congratulations!
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Federal Voting Assistance Program

Voting Assistance Officer 
Workshop


